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Te tﬁ@ Reader

Do you just need to brush up your spelling skills? or is spelling a
major catts . . . catass . . . catastrophe for you? Whichever it is, you're
holding the answer in your hands right now. (Ues, this book!)

We couldn’t find a spelling book that was adult, easy-to-read and fun
- 50 we decided to write one ourselves!
If you decide to keep reading, what can you expect from this book?

« You can expect to have fun!

= You'll develop an interest in words around you, which will help you
with spelling.

= You'll tearn a whole range of spelling strategies and discover
which ones work best for you.

« You'll improve your spelling confidence.

You can choose how you use this book: in class, at home, with
friends . . . You can start at the beginning and work through to the
end, or you can just look up the bits that interest you. There are lots
of activities in each chapler, so pace yourself - a chapter a week is
about right for most people.

We hope you enjoy yourself (and maybe you'll end up as interested
in spelling as we are)!
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This is full of
spelling mistakes!

| made seven
mistakes in that
report!

I must be the
world’s worst
speller!

Hey, give

look at that.

mea

... 50
fthere must
be g lot of
woards you
can spell.

ou only made seven mistakes
in a 200-word report . . .

| suppose so . ..

but | feel
such a fool

when I try anc
then get things
wrong!

Yes, | know .
but you cﬂ'n
improve your
spelling,
you know,

Think of how you
fearnt to play
basketball. . . or to
drrve . or to sing.

You're good at
m‘! those things.

Yeah, well, | put a lot
of time in - | practised
and practised.

-_—
™= FE

I

What else did
you do to
improve

WHAT ARE YOU GOOD AT?

HOW DID YOU LEARN TO BE GOOD AT IT?




I used to hang around
and watch the experts . . .
or I'd watch videos -
and | practised with friends . . .
fook lessons . . .
told myself | could do It.

Found out wnat\
good spellers do . . .
practised regulariy
... ol some help. ..

(’c_md did that
happen
overnight?

',_
0K, How about

if you did all
those things
with spelfing?

What
things?

You could start ua

by being your own
coach, saying

‘Hey, you can do it.

Get in there.” J

Give yourself some
new messages!

WHAT'S YOUR
NEW MESSAGE?

This book will give you strategies and tech-

niques to improve your spelling. However,
you will need to make a commitment to

yourself to keep practising. If you work on a
lesson a week, you should make real progress
over four to six months of study.

My commitment to myself is

{ could do that!

2 v B o .......SWF@A



WHAT PeES A &oop
SPELLER Dor

These are some of the things good
spellers do. Tick the ones you do.

appetite

algebraic
catatonic

dxiomatic

ol

They proofread (they check
everything they write).

Then they often write a
second draft.

How do you spell

‘separate’?

They ask other people.

—e— =T

‘A rat is separate from me.!

They use memory strategies.

They use electronic
spelling checkers.

.

4

except after

! vefore ‘¢’

They know
some rules and they know there
are some exceptions.

I"trl‘

They write a word a few ways to
see which spelling looks right.

ed

4

nght Light bright
ignt fright
They lock for
patterns (they
think about words

that are spelt the
same way).

[ |

They focus on the spelling that's important
to them. (They don't expect to be able to
spell every word in the English language.)

They think about

words with related

meanings.
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PROOFREARPTN L

Let’s take another look at one thing we
said good spellers do . . .

In order to check, you have to have
sharp eyes!

Have you got sharp eyes? Can you
find the ten differences between these

They proofread
(they check everything
they write).

two pictures?

s
Al

Clew (AC Press)

[Answers are on page 88.]

' :a E:ﬁ] Try some other 'Sharp Eyes’ tests. Now you're looking at how words
are spelt.

e o e T
1
To all staff, To all staff,
Plese note' that the fire Please note that the fire
drill skeduled for Teusday drill scheduled for Tuesday
morning has been posponed. morning has been postponed.
It will now be held on It will now be held cn
Wensday afternoon at Wednesday afternoon at
This is the first draft of a memo that Bob This is a second draft. He checked the
wrote to the staff in his workplace. first draft and changed some words.
Circle the five errors in Bob's first draft of this letter. How quickly can you find them?
| Time taken




2  Try another one. Circle the six errors.

Dear Nan,

Just riting to et you
Enow that mYy brithday
prezent arcved uFt.La. |
was thrilled, becose I've
been pestering Dad for a
new wach for nau!

first draft

Dear Nan,

Just writing to Let ov
Rnow that my birthday
present arrived ;aFaLa. |
was thritled, becavse 1've
been pestering Dad for a
new watch Far u.guf

second draft
Time taken

3  Try one more. Circle the six errors.

Dear Mr Plowrite,

! am returning your chege
for £75.75, as the amount cewd
is $776.15. Pleese coud you send
the corect amount before the end
of Febury.

Dear Mr Plowrite,

! am returning your cheque
for £75.15, as the amount owed
is $776.75. Please could you send
the correct amount before the end
of February.

It apears Bali was not populated during the
Ston Age. Stone inscriptions were the
carlyest rekords found in Bali. At this time,
the Balinese used an irrigation sistem
which is similair to the

first draft

J first draft second draft
Time taken
4 Can you find seven errors this time?
Histry of Bali History of Bali

It appears Bali was not populated during the
Stone Age. Stone inscriptions were the
earliest records found in Bali. At this time
the Balinese used an irrigation system
which is similar to the

second draft
Time taken

= =

—— S——
[Answers are on page 88.]

E’Rﬁja}ﬂ.r Ong




Do f[ YourSelt:

Developing your ‘Spotter’s Eyes’

My new message to myself is

I've got what
it lakes . . .
I"ve got what
it takes . . .

Repeat this message to yourself as often as
you can and back it up with some action!

2 Start noticing words around you.
Collect five interesting spellings.

Gourmet Butohe,

WEAL
CUTLETS

Gn) I
For

1{t
T

I ——
|

!_'Sa.us-dge

5 = 3 Develop your ‘Spotter's Eyes’. How long does it take you to find the
@ ten differences?

Clew (AC Press)

[Answers are on page 88.]
i e
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Did you find ghost
: Ifﬂm:‘-‘, cirele
interesting f
spellings? neght

govrmet
school O
I've never Good question . . . Why isn’t |

Is it
something

understood English phonetic like some
why you fanlguages_'r' Why don't we historical,
don’t just write words the way maybe?

they sound? Why de
we write ‘hight’
and not ‘nite’?

write ‘nite’.

Les, that's

exactiy right! ARE ¥YOU THE KIND OF PERSON WHO

ALWAYS ASKS "WHY'?

Jyes d no
If you are, the next few pages may help you
understand the ‘why’ of English spelling.

e

g & tfe hwile fﬁaf J:Eeé’ rene ;

e e Bl ol
% s s o et g g

Can you make sense of this Old English? (The translation is shown
on the right.)

If you'd lived 1200 years ago, this is the English you would have “for a Little while
used. Why is modern English so different? The development of the Leaves are green.
the English language is a fascinating story of invasion, conquest Then l'h-ﬂu turn
and political skulduggery. There were also less dramatic but  Jetlow, faLL +o earth,
equally intriguing influences such as the arrival of the printing and perish, +ur“"'“ﬂ
press, the Great Vowel Shift (when pronunciation changed but to dust.’
spelling didn't) and the publication of the first English dictionary. (The é’ is a “th’ sound.)




e e T —T

=
Let’s look again at your Y Match each word with its
- interesting speliings. Nﬂam in this little quiz.
N — —
N
: Ki Ay
- 3

Write these words

in the speech »
bubbles.

1 N —
This word was spelt ‘scol’
in Old English, and ‘scole’ in
Midcile English. The ‘ch’
spelling, used for a k'
sound, was introduced later,
to show that the word
originally came from
fncient Greek ‘schole’,

S —
dfter the Norman invasion

of England in 1066, French
became the official language
in England. English words
beginning with ‘ci-" or ‘ce-’
were pronounced with an

‘s’ sound, just as they were
in French!

The original meaning of
the Greek word ‘schole’” was
“deisure’ or “‘studies done
in leisure time’!

3 B
This word has been borrowed
straight from French. It means
‘someone who gppreciates good
food and wine”. In French. an
“el’ ending is pronounced ‘o’
50 here we have borrowed the
spelling and the different
pronunciation.

4
This is one example of
an English word where
the pronunciation has
changed, but the
spelling has stayed the
same. (The ‘gh’ once
had a 'k’ or ‘g’ sound!)

The k' in ‘know’ and
knight” was also once
pronounced!

5
This word was spelt ‘gast” in 0ld English.

Dutch printers introduced the ‘gh’ spelling in
the fifteenth century. They were simply
following Dutch spelling rules!

[Answers are on page 88.]

Are you interested in the history of English and English spelling? Look in your local library for
books such as these:

The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English Language by David Crystal, Cambridge University Press
The Story of English by Robert McCrum, William Cran & Robert MacNeil, Penguin Books

Or look for magazine columns such as:

‘That's Language’ by Frank Devine in The Australian Magazine

Q L ””"SW‘“@‘&



Just look in a
dictionary.

WoR D oRTLINS so if | want to
know a bit
. : more about the
= e a9 M ris iﬂi‘:’; ' history of a
i) eV g e 0 i B word, how can
b s, (o oot I find out?
(et ﬂ:.ism?";l ot * P
FﬂmﬂT‘
e e Yeah, how?
T.‘..nl\n diarit®
—
from Ol French espeler, to spell The origin, or history, of a word is known

. relat-
arigin: Spell! g 10 tell (and thus T2
o o-los Frkish word TS EEL, g oy Epite
_ﬂ'[.‘l- fascinated wriling
CF - ies. Thus spelling of
ous with casting spelts:

{Reader’s Digest word Finder)

Can you find out the origins of these words?
Language it comes from

medicine

as its etymology. Some dictionaries
show the etymology of words, as well
as their pronunciation and meaning.
{(You may not find all this in a pocket
dictionary or learner dictionary.)

Original word and meaning

silly

telephone

Wednesday

muscle

Now look up the etymologies of the five interesting words you wrote for Question 2

on page 6.

You know, people who are

interested can remember

football scores, race resulls,
politicians’ hames . . . who
won the cricket in 1932 . . .

Taking an
interest in
something can
help your
memory!




STARTING To LooKk AT SVPELLING VATTERNS

OK, now [ can see why
some words are spelt
the way they are.
&\ It's fascinating . . .
_ .. . but how am | ever
.

going to remember all

‘ these words?

Which of these words follow the same spelling pattern? Group the words in the table below.
{Add any others you know.)

Look for patterns -
most words follow
a pattern.

You'lt find other
words with the
same pattern.

e TEA T S ST TR S S s
ghetto bright technical ghoulish fight
valet cell cinema ghastly
ballet centre flight buffet mechanic
L e ————— — == e —
End with “-ight’ ContalmShy that Soungs Begin with ‘gh-*
Begin with ‘c-* that sounds like 's-' Have the French ‘-et’ ending

[answers are on page 88.]
—

Mm . .. Well, patterns help a lot, but, of

course, one sound may have several
spelling patterns in English.

OK . .. I'll remember
‘night’ and “bright’
and ‘flight’ -
but how about
‘write’ and ‘site’?

That's why listening and writing isn’t
enough - you have to develop visual
memory as well.

H;- ﬁh“' scte &unusual
F;i;"i:g_:kl' write
bright bite height

we'll look at patterns and
memory technigues in this book.

10. o o AN SJ:RWM%\EJJ’@A@



WoR DS APeP TED FRON 0THER

LANALVALES

English is a "hybrid’ that has been influenced by the
pronunciation, grammar and vocabulary
of many other languages. In fact, )
English has adopted (stolen?) lots
of words from other languages.

Sometimes this explains the

unexpected spelling of words.

suthi
ﬂagﬂ' f.'l\tr
MOCCASER

These English words are adopted from other languages. Put each word in the correct box.
= — ———— T e ——
blitz siesta chef bunyip boutique
boomerang champagne patio sushi waltz vodka |
guitar  judo restaurant kimono kindergarten
kamikaze kangaroo hamburger sputnik
— = e e pa]
French Japanese Spanish
A"ﬂr?;': Enﬂﬁhg:;nglnal German Russian

' éﬂ‘;ﬁog\“
2

computer weelkend

You probably know some other words from these languages, and you may
2l also know words from languages such as Italian, Chinese or Maori.

Do you know any ‘international’ words which other languages have borrowed from English?

[Answers are on page 88.]
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Do 1J[ YourSelt:

Finding a learning partner

— —_ =

1 Complete the checklist.

If you ticked ‘no’, ask
someone for help: a
teacher, your learning
partner (see Question 3
below), a tutor, a
friend . . . you'll

| know alphabetical order and (J yes
can look up words in a dictionary.

fincd that peopie
like to share
what they
know!

I've got a good dictionary, or | yes
know where there's one | can use, ] no

2 Where do these words come from? Have their meanings changed?

Language it comes from Original word and meaning

bizarre

CoCoa

computer

island

mongoose

synthetic

1 3  Find a learning partner.

e ] It's always useful to have
a learning partner! What's that? comeone to talk to about what
. you're learning . . .
L3

1 L

... lo compare notes with, read out
words for each other to spell, tatk

s : = through problems, encourage each
Two potentially great other Try to meet and taik
Learning partners regularly each week!

L -
18 coee e SpellingWorda




o, did you
find a learning
partner?

If you haven't been able to find a learning
partner, do you have a teacher, tutor or friend
that you could ask to help you?

THE WORDPS YoU HAVE To SPELL

“—— Your

But how
often am |
going to
write

‘ghost'?

and | can see %
that taking

‘ So, how's it going? ) w
Well, it's fascinating,

an interest
| is grood,
'{b\\\ but. ..
&

Well, that's a good
guestion. 5o the next
step is to work out

which words you
are going to
use often. . .

that you'll have lo

think about what
kinds of writing

you want to do -
or have to do.

Did you know that if you
Lried to learn the
spelling of every word
in the English language,
and you learnt five
words a dat, it would

take af least 100 000
days (or 300 years).

Luckily, by
learning patterns
anc related
words you can
save g ot of
time!

for example, Learning night’

teaches “bright', “tight’, ‘might’,
‘right’, “sight’, ‘fright’, ‘bLight’
.« . but not Vegemike'




WHAT You WANT To WRIiTE

What would you like to write? Tick the boxes below and add anything else you think of.

Work writing Study writing

] notes

4 \ -.-? ]
[J memos (] reports -
[ letters [ faxes [ essays I
[_] telephone messages [_] signs (] notes
[ minutes of meetings [] science reports
Personal writing

[J personal letters [J postcards

(] notes ] lists [] stories [ poems

[ instructions [J labels [] 'Baby's First Year' [ "My Life'

(] recipes [ cards [J photo captions I
(] classified ads ] articles for club newsletters

it might seem
pretly obvious,
but speliing is

If you don’t normally do
much writing, or if you
avoid writing, now’s the

You can’t
learn to spell

PRELof Wity without time to make a commitment
practising to do more .
writing!
w—-—-\

Choose something that's useful
or interesting to youw!




LETTING STARTED WiTH WRITING
(MINP-MAPPING AND DRAFTING)

Wwell, there are
several ways o
help yourself

Imagine planning an
extension to your
house . . .

I often have
probilems getting
started . . .

gel sluck
over spelling!

First, you'd You'd probably You'd make a Then, you might make a
tatk and fook at other rough sketch and L1 nealer drawing to show

think people’s probably change to a builder - and make
about it. extensions. it @ few times. a few more changes.
—— —— —————

So, for writing:
1 Think or talk about what you want to write.

I'm going to help
out with the junior
basketball camp -
| said I'd draw up
a nolice.. . .




3 Make a draft. Don't worry about spelling. You can check it at the end.

“ro-be-goed-ab-bagietoatt; rowe o

it for & QAL of i coching

with Mikte Devine (of bhe, Creska

Cman‘l'} o emeck fadmous

s also a to have fum

N@ ALY Milie hag
or the Creska—

Dates: Jin(J10-14

Ages: 8-11

! Vequl) Oudtoon Sports Centre

B Cost (find out!!)

~ =

4  If you have time, put the draft aside for at least twenty-four hours, and then
check it again.

’ . 8
_@_ SUMMER
NAT BASKETBALL CAme
Art You serious about improving Your
basketball itts! Join us for a week
of top coaching with Mike Devine
(0'[" the famous Cresta ngn.u"j

s aLto & chance +o have fun and
malle some news friends!
Dates: Jamary 10-14
Ages: 3-11
Vene: Oudtom Sports Centre
: $££

?
B  Finally, show i . flot enough space;
inally, show it to someone else Use gour own paper! ;
You may want to make one

more ‘good copy'.

Of course, this
fs for writing
that other people
will see - not
notes and lists
for yourself!




List the words you had problems with in the previous activity. Highlight the part or parts
of the word that gave you trouble.

serious Your ! YOoUR,
b= % Weor DS
malle weel ! -.
i : |
P Priends  chante i |
- )
| venle : g
B — ._.,..,-_-._--:.g-_--_-;_—_-,.".‘s e e .
S e e e ==
It's always the same S0 this is where you can *
words that give me start lo focus on the ook
problems. of aword . ..
A
I can never ... and work out
remember the ways to help yourself
@'%"! things! remember! i
—_— = P ol "\_
HOW You REMEMBER THINES
In the next chapter, How do you remember things?
Wil lopis dif mr.! the Tick the boxes below.
memory strategies you
can use for speliing. '
: : Write lists? J
Which memory strategies =/ h
do you already use for :
other things?
Write themon [
your hand? i
Say them over |

HOW ARE YOU GOING : in your head?
TO REMEMEBER YOUR '
PROBLEM WORDS?

Visualise? M |

2, Associate them [}

("

P> .. with other things?

e

CRapizr Thraz, S |




Do Tl YourSely:

Keeping up your commitment

[ Know

| should do some this is a waste

writing, but | just v ﬂ:’ ”mf& ft’m
need to tidy up fao old to
My roe. = earn now.

This is never
Do you have a negative voice, a saboteur? Are you still true!
using your positive message?

How are you going to keep your commitment up? (Making a deal with your learning

partner can be helpful here.)

This week I'm writing

and
OK, this week
I'm writing . . .
Ee_ e e =SS ——
== A= = = T

2 Choose some writing that interests you and do it. Remember not to worry about
spelling in your first draft. Then go back and highlight any words you think may be
wrong. Ask your learning partner to help you.

Now pick out some of the words you got wrong (no more than five or six) and
concentrate on how you could remember them.

Buy an indexed notebook (like an Go to a bookshop or library and look
address book). You'll need this book in at books on improving your memory.
r Chapter 4.
e ———— e e . e

18 c e SpllingWorfa



S0, what did
you write over
the week?

Oh, | finally
wrole to my uncle
- I'd been putting
it off for ages.

Ly .
Vel Unctt %” How aid it go7 So we worked them
cinalld grb’f;‘a out together,
of oK...
yo ther oY u sen There were a
cneay Yo few words
e N tné0 Y N - that looked
or w i wrong.

ENOWINZ WHEN WORDPS 'Look WRONZ

‘ Sometimes the spelling of a word just ‘looks wrong". ) cheqe

y Good spellers often lry writing a
word a few ways, until they find the
one that “looks right’.

\J

Remember, it’s usually onty
part of a word that's causing e
the problem.

Recognising that a word looks wrong shows
that you have some visual memory of the
word, even if you're not sure how to spell it.

This chapter will look at different kinds of
spelling mistakes and at ways to improve

3 [ must improve my
- memory . . . | must
improve my memory.

There are better ways than these!

e e e

Dici you know thatl
americans spell this
word ‘check’?

your memory.




PTFFERENT KiNDPS oF SPELLING PROBLEMS

e

Below is the first draft of a letter that Magda wrote to her friend Helga. Can you help
Magda find the words that ‘look wrong'? (There are five.) Just circle the word or part of
the word that looks wrong. Cover up the bottom of the page while you do this - then
uncover to check your answers!

Dear Helga,
Y m riting o tell You I'm having
I 4 brithday party in Orgust. 'L be
11 — the big one, It's gite exiting ~
all the old gang will be there!

Did you spot all the problem words? Now, try to match the kind of problem with
the word.

'TW[ Use a pencil and read all the clues before you decide on your answer.
.
The first kind of problem has been matched for you.

She forgot a 'silent’ letter. (\‘q}j-z —> quite L]
2 She got all the right letters, ) . .
but in the wrong order. exiting ———> excibing =
3  She wrote the word the way ; e g
it sounds. @h‘“a —— W Lh.ﬂﬁ 17]
4 She forgot the rule that 'q° m‘&‘ | birthd |
i is always followed by ‘v’ ' J J o
5 She missed out a letter Orgust — Avgust []
(and wrote a different word!)
L [Answers are on page 88.]
Pear Helga, J
' @l’ing to tell You 'm having

albrithday party in Osgust. 'L be
11 - the big one! W's @ife eRiting ~
all the old gang will be there!




Did you notice that Magda actually got most of her spelling right? Even with her !

‘problem words’, it was only two or three letters that were wrong!

So it’s really only
a few letters of
each word that
[ hawve to

_i

doesn’t mean you

es, exactiy!

There dare lols
of better ways.

dna memorising

have lo write a

word out one i ch @/ eque
hundred times. { % 4 EW£ ﬁﬁw
Lj"' cheque /the

it ten,
sea (A0 ""’“m'? pp-
write haic B ritan,
writ g o OB SV e,
writl engra¥e:  IE
o S¢ ssen 1O Y ot
ﬂk_:l.“-t U:_a‘[ u{{‘ =
bast &

Look in the dictionary
for the word origin.

Think of other ‘silent |

letter’ words.

'usma MEMGR.V STRATELTES

Think of words related wrike
in meaning — can you writken
remember one of thern'_:"'i hand.urLi-Eng

Magda forgol
the silent letter

Use a
mnemonic
{a memory aid).

e

“Vwrite wett! - W'

This word has a silent "'m’;
we say ‘nem-on-ic’,

wrete wrest wrong wre

Of course you may not use every strategy for every word:

‘Ring the right number. ~ R’

ecl

Think of words with avkumn Lookfruz the w;rd or}i.‘gin ]
a similar spelling. vidre or find out about the
x ' iuau&s history of the word.
gust) noun
in
@ ust @ D N he yeur
Use a mnemonic. | Au9 Eﬁi m : o \mifguiﬁt
| b \ Enpero”
he Romat
A vseful qust of
wind in Avgust’




e e e R S S e e B

Can you think of ways Magda could remember these two words?

| |

[Suggested answers are on page 89.]

— ==

===

—r— e e

A SPE‘LL-N6 HOTE?;.WVA

Easy! Did you
remember to by
that indexed
notebook?

S0, how am |

going lo keep
= track of the
= words | want to
- -:.r '-.:.‘-"-"-"‘" = fl it i F T ] ) |
Hﬁw| . 1 Choose the page according to the first
EETHAG _ |f letter of the word you want to learn.
LTL e ———— i 3 . .
Ehu;l-mu Jj__&z_ﬂth[ﬁ.a.i For instance, ‘exciting’ begins with ‘e’,
————— ] i so write it on the ‘e’ page.
| I .'.".__ - - elf 2 Highlight the part of the word that's
—_— - 1 [F hard to remember.
—- Gl 3 Write down your best memory
H[ strategy for that word.
- — - e — TI .'
e 5] 4 Carry the book with you so when
= S M you're writing something you can use
I b= L] it to check your spelling. (You won't
— ! d - 2
T = e need it every time.)
: 5 Onthe bus, or waiting in a queue, you
can't ﬂ:rrd an indexed notebook? can use it to test your spelling.
Look in a big supermarket or
| chain store. Try a newsagent.
| (dn address book will
do at a pinchl)
= = e e e E———— T T T ===




0K, so you’'ve got your
notebook too . .. where

are you going to get your )
? L=
words from: Have you done ° .
— much writing
; lately? &
& a&'

KEEPING LoiNG WiTH WRiITING

Writing tips

If you're really finding it hard to write,
just start by copying this passage (or find 1
something else that interests you).

| If English spelling is so complex, why

don't we Simplif}- it? Well, since the

sixteenth century, pr:-aple have tried to 3  Draft. Check and

find words you had

work out new spell'mg systems. 1 he

American spelling system was simplified :
pelling s) I problems with.
in the last century by Noah Webster, who
compilcd the famous Webster’s dictionnr}t

In Great Britain, a bill to introduce a

simplified spelling system was defeared
by only three votes in Parliament in 5

List problem words in
1949. Who'll try nexe? e o

your notebook.

=

Try to copy in chunks, rather than letter by letter. Copy a whole word, or a few words at
a time, if you can.




e e

Here’s a fun way to improve your visual memory.
It’s called speed copying.

1 Choose something interesting to copy. (It should be only three or four lines long.)

2 Copy it once and time yourself. (Don't worry about neat handwriting!) Copy in
chunks, rather than letter by letter. You might copy half a word at a time, or a
sentence at a time.

Time taken Mumber of mistakes

3 Check what you wrote.

4 Next day, try again. Remember to record your time and check for mistakes. The aim
is to increase your speed and reduce the number of mistakes.

Time taken Mumber of mistakes

2 Keep this up for the next five days. You
should see an improvement by the end of
the week. Choose something different to

No more space ... ?

copy the following week. Find some paper:
——— e e e

G Sl



S50 how did
you go with

the speed
copying?

Not bad. H
Look!

{ got reafly fast
here, but | was
making too
many mistakes.

S0 | slowed down a
bit, and | could look
al the words more
carefully.

oL

HOW DID YOU GO
WITH THE SPEED COPYING?

] useful
(] not very useful

[ very useful

and do you
remember how (o
spell ‘cheque’ and
‘finatly” now?

Lricks.

Yeah - I've
been using
those memory

OK. ‘The cheque is in the mail . . .
Spell ‘cheque’ . . . ‘I finally got into
the d-grade team . . .’
Spell “finally”.

......

Ask your learning partner to test you on the words you've been memorising.

R =
I'm about reaay to
be lested!
W A .
o U Write them in the space here.

P!

If you haven't got a learning partner, record your words on cassette,

then listen and test yourself.

dnd how’s the spelling
notebook going?

Oh, it's really handy -
I've been writing down
some words from
my course.

Hey, do you like
this one?
‘Be sure to

measure the




Ues, well, remember we tatked

I'm havin .
e about this before.

problems with
this one, though.

The sound of a word in
English usually isn’t
enough to help you
guess the spelling.

It sounds like
‘tan-junt’ to me!

Once you get beyond
‘The cat sat on the
mat’ you've got to
rely on other
strategies.

It's hard when you’re trying
to spell the part of a word
which isn’'t stressed . . .

... but the
end of the word
is confusing -
you can’t work
out the spelling
from the sound.

We say “‘tan-gent’, 50 it's
easy to spell the first part
of the word . . .

|

FINDINE WoRDS WiTHIN WoRDS

g bt g L T of [
remember - l‘ﬂnﬁtnk 9::" a tanned &
usually visual gent o
% strategies. &
h F Finding small words inside bigger words ;

' can help you remember spelling.

Hey, | did that
already with
‘Be Stre to
measire’

can you find
small words
insigde these

beverage Bev Vera
ever rage
era age rag be

This is a good way of focussing
on how a word [0oks.

heart ear ark
hear he

The more you
look at words
the more wou'll
improve your visual

fragrance b rag ran
“Cran




-(ﬂ?f " Find smaller words inside these words.

Madagascar reputable
amateur colonel
miniature vegetable
disappear misdemeanour
kerosene suitable

[Answers are on page 83.]

Thinking about words within words is another memory strategy to use when you're
trying to remember spellings. Try it this week and see if it's useful for you.

YOUR. BEST MEMORY STRATELIES

. Remember, different people find
HECHHEIREMOE STatE O . different strategies helpful.
find helpful!

Think of words with |
related meanings.

$cgn  Segnature | Find out if the word
has been borrowed from
another language.

Find patterns. ] gourmet r— French word
neght Light
brighter

scght-seeing Use mnemonics. 0
—r————wmcemerRE T :
I write well)

‘Ring the right number.

Use rules. |

‘qisatsays foltoved by V'

(except in “Qa atas’)
Find out if the word |
has an interesting history.
Has the spelling or

Look at the origin | pronunciation changed?

of the word. j
ghost gh added by

AU’ﬁU-‘ +  after the Roman ' Dutch printers
' Emperor Augustus




SYLLABLES

e e o ol
Can you see what I'm LWnd 9. I'm mrried
e PrOJICHs = W1 with three chitden, |
Wendy's spelling? S i
WHAT DO YOU THINK? 'm Wend y. 'm married
witbh three cheldren.

— oS

e e e —

That’s ﬂEﬂﬂUSEMuery syllable

d:dr:':i :;naw the needs a vowel.

1 Every what needs a what?

She’s missing
out letters like
‘o’ and ‘e’

W .@
cl q ]
P_F e |
J— ey e e
%{ you were singing these

OK. Lef’s ook af syliabiles. words, how many beats

£} i ¥

it Jk would they have?

night ] cinema ] muscle J centimetre ] Tﬂﬁ?r

peace ] medicine 3 spell O scientific

gym (3 aboriginal J gourmet 3 three [J Sing the word
or tap out the

alphabetical J married [J children [J beatona

[Answers are on page 28.] tabletop.

HE,D. .. S

and fook again at the
words . . . Can you see how
every syifable has at least
one vowei?

The number of beats
is the humber of
syllables, right?

That's ‘@, e, ¥, ‘o, U, and
sometimes Y, or a
combination of letters like
‘ee’, or ‘ou’, or “ie’.

By the way, any letter that's not
a vowe! is called g consonant.

5o if Wendy had known the
rule, it would have helped . . .

Wen-dy - mar-ried . . .
chila-ren.




Knowing about syllables Even though it’s the look of
can also help you to spell a word that’s important,
really long words. sounding out a long word

can help you make sure
you've got all of it!

Cover the words below, and then say them slowly as you write them.

mul-ti-pli-ca-tion

am-bi-dex-trous I

Kun-un-ur-ra

poss-i-bil-i-ty

But just watch out! So what’s new?
There are a couple of '
catches here . . .

There are some words where people ds a memory strategy some
people like to think of
‘Wed-nes-day’, “li-bra-ry’
and ‘Feb-ru-a-ry.

often don't pronounce every syllable,
like "Wednesday' (everyone says "Wens-
day’). And lots of people say ‘li-bry’ (for
‘library’) and ‘Feb-u-ry’ (for ‘February’).

ds a memory strategy,
it can help to know that

Trying to break words into syllables isnt in English only some

a good idea with short words. It can be mmfmmr RRTIEISECE

possible. For example,

easy to hear an extra syllable where it's 0K to have blends

there isn't one, like ‘pl’, ‘pr’, st ‘str’
and “cl’. But some

please consonant blends are

) not possible.
string

all have only one syllable
street and begin with consonant You can’t begin words

. combinations, or blends. with ‘mr’ or ‘wn’ - so
price ‘mried” and ‘Wnday” have

fo be wrong!

cream

ngjwarg-w% PP Y 5



Do J[ YourSely:

Getting interested in words _

Some of the other
days of the week
were named after
gods - can you find
out which ones?

Do you know why

‘Wednesday” has

such an unusual
speliing?

It comes from
‘Woden's Day’ -
Woden was the Norse
God of Thunder:

Wensday Wenesday C .
5¢“¢:d.a 9. tise a dictionary to help you!

=
2 Look again at words you've been collecting in your notebook. Can you find any
unusual consonant blends? Any unexpected spellings?

ip Latter Fg[,,_,c:, unusual spelling
=~ unusual consonant blend [~ (the unstressed part of the word!)

'l also help
you to predict
other
spelling.

The more you facw, . the easier
on interesting you'tl find it to

features of the way remember

words are speit . . . them!

3 Collect some long words you'd like to spell.
Write them in your notebook. Try these

two strategies to remember them. Remember

a Tap out the syllables: L\ to keep
e.g. app-li-ca-tion . i your
’ ); i hotebook

b Find words within the word: going!

e.g. correspondence

e

4 Here's a proofreading exercise for you to try. Cover up the correct version on the
right while you find the mistakes. This time, you're not just comparing drafts.
Try to spot the mistakes by yourself! The first one’s done for you.

Dear Cathy, Dear Cathy,
| can't meet you tommrdw, | can’t meet You tomorrow,
but how about Ht.nuln:j - bul— how about Llednesday -
psite {-hr., cinma  stract  opposite Hrm cinema Stracght
Fl-c-r work? @leas bring mY  atter work 7 PlLease bring mY

umbrila =1 Lett ot in Your car. umbrt.u,u [ Lt.'Fi- ik in Your car.
ﬁl..hd-ll ﬂ.i.nliﬂ.

[Answers are on page 89.]

30 e SpllinglWors



S0 how have you been
going with the memory
strategies?

Um ... well,
I'd beller be
honest . . .

AN
T ==
Maybe you're more
! like rmdmN .. but :
rt of a visual person -
ﬂ\nnuﬂu words within saundmg out f peaple fef:rrn in
5 aAnLe words . . . the syllables different ways.

coesn’t grab

Suppose you wanted to lay some tiles in your bathroom, and you'd never done it before.
Would you prefer to learn by:

, [ listening to a friend
[} watching someone else do it? l explain how they did it?
] doing it yourself while I
[] reading books on how to do it? someone supervises you?

Of course, you might prefer to pay someone to do it for you, but that won't work with
spelling - unless you have a secretary who's a perfect speller!

e e e == e =
Ask your learning partner which methods they preferred. Different people have different

learning styles — it's the same with spelling.

If I trace words on my
hand, or on a table, | can
remember them.

If I visualise a word written
in neon lights, that helps me
remember how to spell it.

If | spell the word aloud,
that helps me.
Ry
E.; LEARNING
Your PARTNER?T J

s

| like reading about the

history of spelling and |

where words come from -
that helps me.




) oh, | hate
Hou know, You have to dghd reading reading! I'd

English spelling \ have an idea ' can help you

! ' much rather
Is very visual, of what feel more watch TV

words should confident
look like . . . about this.

ENJOYINE READING

Maube you got
turned off by
having to read

things that didn’t
interest you.

DO YOU READ
FOR PLEASURE?

Q yesT —

Jno

4)

Here are some tips to help you start

| reading more and enjoying it!
Choose Start with something short that
reading you can finish at one sitting.
that really — —

interests you.
Your local library should

have books with cassettes.
Photos and _—
pictures can
keep you
interested.




|

Well, OK, but how am |
going to find time to read?

| always read for half
an hour before I go

fo sleep.

There's not much on TV
on Tuesdays, so | listen to
music and read my
sports magazines.

[ leave the baby with
my mum and sneak
down to the café - then
I read the paper!

e

T

Match these titles and first paragraphs. Tick the ones you'd like to read more of!
(Which ones grab you?)

1

1 was bom in 1894 at Maidstone, Victoria. My father left
for Western Australia just after this, taking with him my
two older brothers, Joseph and Vernon. Gold had been
discovered in the West and thousands believed that a for-
tune was to be made. At that time there were seven chil-
dren in our family: I had four brothers and two sisters.

I found Sherlock Holmes seated on che terrace at the
back of his villa. He was slum]iacd amongst the cush-
ions in a roomy wicker chair, looking totally relaxed
and, seemingly, doing no more than enjoy the sun-
shine of the hot June morning.

Mo one is very sure exactly when the early Games began.
It is possible that they began as early as 1300 BC, but the
first written reports are of the Games held in 776 BC. Some
people believe that Mount Olympus, home of the Greek
gods, was also the home of the early Games, but this is not
true, The Games were held in four different Greek cities —
Olympia, Nemea, Delphi and Corinth, each city taking its
turn to hold the Games. The Games at Olympia, held once

[ The History of Space Travel

2

It all started with the stars. For
thousands of years people imag-
ined going on a journey through
space to visit the planets and the
distant stars. Little did they know.
that it would be the longest jour-
ney ever taken, one that would
never end.

a4

‘Abandon ship!’

It -all happened very quickly.
Dougal Robertson was studying a
sea chart. His wife, Lyn, was
cleaning up the schooner. On deck,
Sandy, one of the twin boys,
was fishing, Douglas, Drougal's
17-year-old son, was steering.
Neil, Sandy's twin brother, was

[ A Fartunate Life

[ Sherlock Holmes: The Case of the Dancing Bees [ Spotlight on the Olympics

[J Survive the Savage Sea

— T =

G(?\ajmr Six

[Answers are on page 89 ]




You keep saying
spelling 1s visual,
but aren’t there
some words that
are written
exdctiy the way
wou hear them?

OK... It
keep up my
reading . . .

but I've got a

question for

Lou.

Wetll, there’s this!

Words with short vowel Y . . . Which means you
sounds, like “fat’, “tin’, ‘bed"’, only have to remember

‘on’ or ‘but’, are fairly the exceptions — the
predictable . . . unexpected spellings.

Words with fong vowel sounds, like ‘breathe’,
‘slow’” or ‘wail’, are not so predictable.
We'll deal with those later;

The short vowel sounds

‘a’ sound ‘e’ sound ‘i’ sound ‘o’ sound ‘u’ sound ‘u’ sound
(as in cat, (as in leg, (as in bit, (as in stop, (as in bus, (as in put,
hand, men, bill, win) hot, job) cut, pull, push)

bank) rubbish)

tent)

Lecsure build good
book

These words are exceptions. Can you put each one in the right column according to
its sound?

front book v women busy gliess

because said leisure ./ woman guarantee

should friend mother build / was

pretty cough good 4/  crystal

[Answers are on page 89.]




A €ASE ALATNST PHONETTE SVELLING

Of course, another regson ’ ... Is that there

for not relying on the are s0 many
sound of a word . . . different accents!

=
-
“
=

(F

One of the reasons for not changing our spelling system so that words are spelt more
like they sound, is that English is spoken with so many different accents. For example,
how would you spell “fish and chips? Would you spell it the way an Australian says it, or
the way a New Zealander says it? How about 'bus'? Would you spell it like a Londoner
says it, or like someone from the north of England says it? Think about how an American
pronounces the word ‘coffee’. Should we spell that word ‘cahfee’? Even within Australia,
there are some differences. How do you say ‘dance’? Have you heard a different
pronunciation? What about ‘pool’ and ‘school'?

MoRE WRiTiN& PRACTICE

IU's time lo do some You can speed copy the passage above
writing, but I'll give You | (190K back at page 24 if you need help) . . .
a choice.
or choose something
or do some writing of you'd like to copy . . .
your own. It’s up to you!

Time taken




Findi'ng something to read

1 Go to a library, newsagent or bookshop. Find something you’d really like to read!

_‘%‘r ® Find 20 minutes every day to read.

® Ask someone to recommend something they've enjoyed reading.

® Read a couple of paragraphs before you decide what to read.
If it's too hard, you'll give up; if it's too easy, you'll get bored!

e e T

® Some books have cassettes, so you can look and listen at the same
time, or you can just listen for a while, then read for a while.

_“m‘
/ = ;
2 Remember to keep your notebook going. 4 ﬂu\h““a s
I P Aus -
— ‘ - 4 ) ‘H"H ‘&c: T
TR - U‘ H""‘-\..__\_\_ -
e . q = -
Ypechv u “ef, Lo,
v

eyeat's The chise T | Ao
Trwhyj e L Rlrgy g
o the problem: — |’ : hq;qk&ao

e

b

===

3 List ten words for your learning partner to test you on. What memory strategy
will you use for each word?

Word Memory strategy

B ¢ ¢ o e Spingls



How did your reading go? )

Oh, good. My
friend lent me a
surfing magazine
- it's got some
good articles.

=

HOW IS YOUR READING GOING?

(1 Great. | found something good D>

to read and I'm enjoying it.

(1 Not so good. | couldn’t
find anything interesting.

| always ask friends to
recommend something.

' ’ 0K . .. now that you
sound interested in

spelling - it’'s a
about my good time
writing. to look at

| ' ‘ some rules.
L me—

oh, | rememberj
those, but | never
understood /
- them ﬁND
_ property. Your

If you know about silent ‘e’
and doubling, you may want

Me too - and I'm
feeling a bit
better

You know, | think
I really am taking
more notice
of what

words fook

You may even remember
these rules from school -
there’s the silent e’, or

magic ‘e, and the
doubling rule.

£ ™
f

Does this look familiar?

hop hope

“‘He's wopping “©’'m hoping to toskip the next three pages.
mad. see You soon.’




let’s look at siten! e . ..
Read these words aloud
and see if you can work

The rule is that a silent ‘e’ on the end
of a word makes the vowel sound:

[ shorter [d longer [Answer is on page 89.]

e —_’———A

How about ‘have” and
‘qive’ and “love’ - are
they exceptions?

fat  win fate

oul the rule. )
strip stripe

pet  hoyp Fete

Well done! They
certainly are. But let’s
get back to the rules .

I'm nol too good on rules . . .

Hey, this
part’s easy.
Just remember
you don’t need the
silent ‘" when you're
adding an ending like ~ed’ or “~ing’
or -er’ or -est’. .. you don’t
want to write ‘hopeed”.

OK, I gotit. ..
| won't ever wrile ‘hopeed” or “stripeed’, | promise!

See, rules aren't so
bad. Now let’s look at
the doubling rule for

those short vowel

words, like ‘hop’
and “fat’.

- SpallingWor s

it dun sctke  dune

hope




{ know, | know -
| think I've

Now, how about if you want
to add an ~ed’, or <ing’, or
“ér’, or ‘est’ ending lo d
word like ‘hop’ or ‘fat’?

That's right . . .
50 you double
that fast letter . . .

‘hopped”.

If I just aclded “ed’ to ‘hop’
I'd get ‘hoped’ - with a long
vowel sound - that’s the
wrohg word!

hop hopped That way, the vowel stays

short, and you get the word
ocevr occurlling el sbocliloneio®
thin S
hot hottest

Now use the silent ‘e’ rule and the doubling rule to write the missing words.

1 Yesterday was the day for thirty-five years.
(hot) + (-est)

2 One of my favourite hobbies is and
(wine) + (-ing) (dine) +(-ing)

3 Have you heard the news about the unfortunate driver who
(late) + (-est)

ran over the speed camera instead of ?
(stop) + (-ing)

4 | must stop eating chocolate. I'm getting and
(fat) + (-er) (fat) + (-er)

5 He off to reveal his underwear.
(strip) + (-ed) (stripe) + (-ed)

© Bisodo washes !
(white) + (-er)

[Answers are on page 89.]

Gl e = = 0 © s e



That's right, this rule works well

for a single-letter short vowe!
sound followed by one consonant.
It applies to words

Does the doubling
rule work for ail
worgs? How about

with more than one

ock’. . . ‘locked”. . .
- nothing’s doubled syllable only when
the last syllable

there! _ 4
| is stressed.
The doubling rule doesn’t apply when you have: \
1 i melting

L)

a single-letter short vowel sound followed by two consonants th-}
2 a two-letter long vowel sound followed by one consonant ea I-> eating
a two-syllable word where the first syllable is stressed. u_idl.'.n‘}';,- wedened
@ The rule becomes rather complex
for tonger words - | often use a
drcnonarg to check my spelling!

===
Crossword Across clues
Down clues 3 He his drink bottle with gIH
1 All accident reports are _ 7 Before we came to Sydney, we
under ‘a’. in Melbourne,
2 After the film was _ all the 8 They always wear the .
good bits were gone. fashion. They must have heaps of maney!
4 Marble Bar is one of the 11 If you get any , you'll fade
places in Australia. away!
5 | think he's eyes at mel 13 In American restaurants you're expected
6 The doubles tennis court is to leave a tip, but in Australia
than the singles. is optional.
9 A secretary’s job used to involve
and shorthand. Now it's all computer skills, Words
10 Paul lJennings is my young brother's making, latest, filled, hoped, hottest,
favourite __, lived, thinner, filed, wider, tipping,
12 She to get a Gameboy for ; : :
christmas. writer, typing, edited

[Answers are on page 89.]

"\‘0 v R k@ R SW%@y@ﬂ,



PAINLESS DIC€TATION

: oh yuk . .. ) .
| like rosswora ,
d that crossword. that’s so hard. Aot if you Iry i

How else can | practise? myway . ..

. . . dictation
without
tears!

1 Find a passage, a letter, a | & Read through it once, 3 Then look through it for
story — something useful to make sure you any unusual spellings -
and interesting. Choose know what don't test
a paragraph.  _—— it's about. yourself until

you're
‘i?é%\ L confident!
SN

=== — =

5 Ask your learning partner to read the passage, a few
words at a time, while you write,

or

Read the passage yourself onto a cassette, in the same
way. Then listen to yourself and write.

OK . .. first sentence . . ."The Cresta Cougars seriously dented the
Panther’s championship title hopes last night . . ." Now, are you reaay?
‘The Cresta Cougars . . . The Cresta Cougars . . .
seriously dented . . . seriously dented. . .”

© When you finish, 7 Write any difficult 8 A few days later, try the
check what you words in your notebook same dictation again
wrote against the to help you remember (a cassette tape is good
original. (Ask them. (Include your for this). Are your
someone to double choice of memory strategies working?
check it if you can.) strategy or pattern.)




i veurself:

Word games

Playing with words can help you learn.

wuig ::;ﬁrh. It's fun and guaranteed to help your
spelling!

Word sleuth puzzle
. NN | N QA UGUSTRIPED I NED
RDH\LMCHARDPCLITTXDNELR
iIlm|olR E OO U I UAHI S ARTCI RCL E
”TEPUDSSGF’RTDOEIZILRDDA
iIlm{PlR I X TUYMMOTFTGB I RTHUDAY M
n|BlE[]v ¢ H EQUETLTLAUGHTINGTR RTE
ER\L}JKIEU?STUESDAYNIGHTD
O $ | G NATUTR RTETLSAUSAGTETEATRR
BASKETBALGDEKE_@IAMETER

dil these words
are somewhere in
the puzzle.

-‘?; Sometimes the
> & words overlap!

basketball night signature Tuesday cheque writing Y

birthday gourmet circle ghost school medicine
hupped/ laughing winning " diameter dreamed

locked v striped August exciting dined sausage

[Answers are on page 89.]

Look for crosswords, wonderwords,
anagrams, word sleuths {(also known as
word finds) and other word quizzes.

Youw'll find them in magazines
or nhewspapers and in books
of word puzzies.

— 1

You could also try word games
like Scrabble™, Boggle™,
Pictionary™ or Word
Mastermind™, Have fun!

4O, - - SyllingWorfs




Hey, can you think of an
eight-letter word that
means ‘huge' - the
second letter is 'n’?

How about

e WAL
‘enormous’?

WHICH WORD
GAMES HAVE YOU TRIED?

[ crosswords [ word finds 1 anagrams

HONMOPHONES - -

I wanted lo ask about
this spelling.

Seven down . . . ‘you put this
through a vampire’s heart’ - five
letters. That's *stake".

It's got that silent ‘e".

/7)

But what about the ‘steak’ you Homophones
but the spelling’s — -
different! ate _eight
bear bare
bean been
caught court
==
. ) die dye
Well, that’s an interesting part of y
English spelling — words that meet meat
sound the same, but look different I - .
are called homophones. oan ane:
There are lots of homophones read reed
in the English language. s —
sail sale

and ‘homophone’ is an
interesting word; it comes
from dncient Greek.

Didl you notice that il’s
the spelling of the vowel
sounds that changes?

)
Ancient }rhomnrz Fhe same “
ki “ohone = sound




SPELLINZ THE LoNZ ‘A" SoUND

Mow lel’s look at

Commoan spellings for the long ‘a’ sound

some common long

‘a’ spelling

‘ai’ spelling

‘ay’ spelling

vowel sounds, and

that ltong “a’ sound.

In fact, if you're into betting,
be consoled that the odds are
much greater that a word with

the different ways fame pain day

they can be speilt. made afraid play
‘Steax’ . . . that ‘eq’ is actually stake claim payment
a pretty unusual way lo spell danger maintain pray

the long ‘o’ sound will have an
o, ‘ai’ or ‘ay’ spelling.

Less common spellings for the long ‘a’ soun

d

< Other
‘ei’ s i ‘ay’ spellin
REIng;|FRyESPRIING [ Fspeliings well, at least
vein obey great it's not an
eight grey steak untimited
café choice!

Can you find two more words
for each spelling pattern?

It's good fo know that
there are only three really
common spellings for

that sound - but
how do | remember
which is which?

Youw've had a lot of practice
at focussing on what words
look like — and al
using strategies.

This is where
the visual part
comes in. Which
one looks

right?

rm steak 4 orEiL’ -

How would you remember these spellings:

'1 R 1 vain vein
ate eight
brake break




SPELLING THE LON& 'E° SOUND

Now for the

dgain, there

patierns.

These ones are much
less common . . .

long ‘e’ sound.

are three redlly
common spelling

Common spellings for the long ‘e’ sound

‘e’ spelling |‘ea’ spelling |‘ee’ spelling
these please three
complete sea freedom
emotion scream cheese

Less comman spellings for the long ‘e’ sound

piece

‘e’ spelling | ‘ei’ spelling | ‘i’ spelling spgmﬁrgs
chief ceiling police people
believe deceit machine key

quay

But
look out
for e’ and “ye’. . .

... and the reaify unusual
ones, ‘W’ and ‘ey”.

Less common spellings for the long ‘i* sound

The long ' sound

iseasy. ..
usually spelt with
‘i or Yy’ (and it’s
usually ‘v’ at the
end of a wordi).

Cammon spellings for the long i’ sound

It's

‘i spelling 'y’ spelling
fine my
bite type
quite apply
client

‘ie’ spelling

‘ye’ spelling

‘uy’ spelling

'ey’ spelling

die pie goodbye buy eye
How would you remember this:
by
buy
)
bye .

ﬁent—a—dﬂt&? Buy-a-guy?

Chopier Sighs




_S?ELLFN&— THE LoNZ ‘0" SoUNDP

For the long 0’ Commoaon spellings for the long "o’ sound

sound, you'll see
there are only three

‘o’ spelling |‘oa’ spelling ['ow’ speﬂing'

main spelling go boat slow
' patterns again. . . j no road show
hope oak own

... and some unusual ones!

Less common spellings for the How's the word hunting going? Are you find-
long * o’ sound ing the same waords as your learning partner?

s:euiﬁtg ‘ew’ spelling
although — Watch out! That ‘ough’ is pronounced
dough C"_E in a lot of different ways in different
e words . .. cough . .. dough . .. tough.

* =" See the poem on page 48!
4 -

SPELLINZ THE LONZ 'V’ SOUND

Less common
_ spellings for
Common spellings for the the long ‘v’

fow for words
with the fong v’

sound . . . s that long ‘u’ (“yoo’) sound (‘voo’) sound
a ‘Yoo saundhi:f' ‘u’ or ‘ue’ | 'eu’ or 'ew’ beautiful
an ‘oo’ sound. i i -
spelling spelling nuisance
_ tune pupil few view
These a.r‘g the “yoo computer neutral
woras . .. Tuesday renew
... and these are =
the “o0" words.

—— — ¥

Less common spellings for

Common spellings for the long ‘v’ (‘oo’) sound the long ‘v’ (‘00’) sound
‘oo’ bew i e p rew; f :
spelling | ‘U’ spelling | ‘o’ spelling | ¢hajjing g:;:;tp
spoon June do blew shoe \&D\? 1}
food too rude move lose crew blue }_YRQ,.} 4

2
'
h *  How would you remember ‘sew'/'so’ and ‘blew’/'blue’?

&

T e —

46 c e SllngWorfs




THE ART oF PUTTING WeRDPS oN PAVER
g rm esnausecs ) ("l es ke a brak an

"':ﬁ}-.;, d Have you ever thought of the process
of putting words onto paper as art?

Or buy books or go
to classes on
calligraphy and use
your skills to copy a
quotation or poem.

Or if you are using a
comgpuler, choose an
interesting font to
present a quotation, a
poem or just a word
that interests youl.

copy and illustrate a
poem or part of a poem.

@ Use the space below.
_.‘%‘, ® Remember that short quotations often have more impact than longer
ones (and there aren’t so many words to check!).
® Remember the old trick of ruling faint pencil lines to make your hand-
writing straight?
® Quotations can be found in all sorts of places - on a friend's fridge,
in greeting cards, in diaries, on posters or in a dictionary of
guotations at your local library.

Have a go.
sk
someone (o
check your
speliing
when you
finish.




Do It YourgSelt:

Amazing English spelling

i ;
-

S Thinkle Tovinkle

Tf-lt( ﬂ-\_{-:,l J.J.-uj 't:

2

=

2

!'g !ﬁ.ﬂ.vc “a, fng,\.{ : Littte Ddar, How

g it €= he chne . =

o EayErros I

sy ee aasgeiel OF L2

llustrate a poem for a child

Make and send a Make a poster for (you could even write your
card to someone. your home or work, own poem!).

3 Read this poem aloud, or get someone to read it aloud for you.

:thil:;;[}iau 1 lémdf} L-m; hiand Hewdh) Chig 1ere ary

gh and bough and cough and dough? words in the poem
Or]mrs may stumble, but not you that you need (o
On hiccough, thorough, laugh and through! practise spelling?
I write in case you wish perhaps Write them here.
To learn of less familiar craps:

Beware of heard, a dreadful word,

That locks like beard but sounds like bird.

And dead. It's said like bed not bead;

For goodness sake don't call it deed!

Wartch out for meat and grear and threat

(They rhyme with suite and straight and debt).
A moth 15 not a moth in mocher,

Nor both in bother, broth in brother.

And here is not a match for there,

Nor dear for bear, or fear for pear.

There's dose and rose, there’s also lose

(Just look them up) — and goose! and choose!
And work and cork, and card and ward, Remember to write

And font and front, and word and sword, these words in your
And do and go and thwart and cart . . . notebook. Which memory

Come, come — I've barely made a start! strategies are working
A dreadful ianguagc? Man alive, for your
I mastered it when I was five!!

I:ﬁumnymc: LIS)




Hey, what do vou think
of this . .. I'd never
have guessed
how to spell

If you didn’t know
it started with <ch’, you'd
never find it in the

dictionary!

The good thing is - how youw'll
never forget how lo spell it!

When the dinosaur
fossils were discovered,
scientists used Greek
and Latin word
stems to

create new
names.

ah - and that's g
spelling which also
comes from dncient

Greek . .. ‘Ptero’ means

‘winged’ or ‘featherea’
and ‘dactyl” means

‘toes” or ‘fingers”.

Lou're right - I've
never forgotten how
te spell ‘pterodactyl’
- when | was a kid,
I was crazy aboul
dinosaurs!

So, take a look at these words . . . if you didn’t know
how [o spell them, would you ever guess?

Tick the words you think you could spell!

Jscissors dchlorophyll [dwhether Jdsword
Jdpsychotic drhythm Jdthyme Jdgnaw

Aphone dwrist dknee Jpterodactyl

How could you remember the ones you didn't tick?




Sometimes Enaglish

Sometimes the unusual and do pmnum:‘ragm: f‘“
spelling is because the word you changed, but the

comes from another language ~ remember ' SPelling hasn't.
- for example, words spelt ‘ghost’ WG Wits ONGR 500
with ‘ph’ for an “f’ sound from WY d % Soutic -
come from (ncient Greek. page 8?7 now the 'k’ is silent.

Hey, come on — take a look in
your dictionary - you'll probably
onty find a few words with each
of these unusual spellings that
you want to write.

9)

Fill in the gaps in the table below (it continues
on the next page). Just write in words you want
to remember!

‘ch’ (= 'k’ sound) | ‘ph’ (= 'f" sound) | ‘gn’ (= 'n" sound) | 'wr’ (= 'r’" sound)

chlorophyll | phosphagen gnarled write
(green Lteaf)

s ‘H’-.- 5 = — e
SR

‘kn’ (= ‘n’ sound) | ‘rh’ (= ‘r' sound)

Enead rhythm

You might want to
make a nole
of the
original
meaning.

You'll notice that
a lot of these words have got

sifent letters. Can you work oul o
which letters are silent? 75
- L5
< o
e =

S0 c e e Spellingord



'sc’ (= 's’ sound) | ‘ps’ (= ‘s’ sound) | ‘th’ (= 't" sound) |'wh’ (='w’ sound)

$cessors psychotec thyme whether

'sw' (= 's" sound) | ‘pt’ (= 't" sound)

prerodactyl

If you want to test
sword yourself, try this
crassword.

Crossword

Words
rhyme, knead, thyme, gnawing, photosynthesis, knit, scissors, physioclogy, gnash,
wreck, phobia, wring, wheel, chemistry, psychiatrist

Down clues
1 A doctor who specialises in mental
health.
2 You make me feel nervous when you
your hands like that.

4 Five tow truck drivers argued over 1 _z
who would tow the away. 3
To bite and rub the teeth together. Y 3
He ploughed into a brick wall after
falling asleep behind the 4 i !
They have a state-of-the-art 3
lab at that new school. a
He has a about spiders. ] 1

Across clues

3 A tailor needs sharp :

& The puppy was my new F]
shoes!

8 is a useful and sweet- .

smelling herb.

10 the bread well if you want
it to rise.

11 They called it "Wuss', to
with "Puss’,

12 I'm going to awarm jumper
for next year's skiing season.

13 The way in which green plants make
their own food.

14 The study of how people's bodies
function. [Answers are on page 89.]




well, | can see there
aren’t so many of those
words to remember . ..

| hope you reminded her

that you can't always rely
on the sound of a word

when you're working out

. .. but what about the speliing!
words like ‘cent’ - my
little sister gsked me why
it didn’t begin with ‘s-"!

SPELLING THE 'S’ SoUNDP

The s’ sound at the beginning of a word

Here's a useful tip!

At the beginning of a word an ’s’
sound is usually spelt with an 's-".
Now, you know it can occasionally be
‘sc-’' or 'ps-'. It can also be spelt "ce-’,
ci~’ or "oy,

‘ce-’ spelling | ‘ci-* spelling |‘cy-* spelling

By the way, at the end of
worgs that “s’ sound can
be spell =558, -5 or -ce"

SPELLINZ THE 'V SOoUND

The ‘j* sound at the beginning of a word

Here's another useful tip.

At the beginning of a word the ‘'
sound is usually spelt with a 'j'. It can = —
also be spelt ‘ge-’, ‘gi-" or 'gy-".

‘ge-’ spelling | 'gi-’ spelling | ‘gy-’ spelling

at the end of words
the *j' sound can often
be speit “-dge”

Which words do you need to remember?
(Use a dictionary if you want to check
their meanings.)

= (L = e & _

Here's a final (very) useful tip. W_eb ﬁ-‘
Remember the strategy of writing a word }Rﬁf" i il -

several ways to see which way 'looks’ right! ai,r ﬂ-{wf’v‘f Fh E <

S e Syelinghers



- flow You hawve a go.
&
||‘ =

2 Check the spelling in a dictionary.

Could it be like
‘Christmas’?

‘chry-san-the-mum:’.

can someone
heip me speil

Only the first part is hard . . .

1 Choose one of the photos below and
find the word to describe it. Try
spelling the word yourself. Do it any
way you can.

L g L RGNS i )
‘krys’...‘chris’...
‘chrys’ . . . Which
looks right?

Where's my
dictionary . .. ?

It’'s not under

I'm going to use a
memory trick to
remember this word!

[Answers are on page 89.]




Avoiding boring words

1 Take a risk! You dont have to use the same
words all the time. Try some new ones!

Hi Tad "
T hotiday excellent breathtaking |
We've got a nice room e huge magnificent 4
with a nice view, The —— f
mountaint are very big _4 Stratton St “{D.nﬂerfUI enurrfmus i
and Hhe pool it big i terrific vast unbelievable
Foo. | went o th e : : . -
_::rhf":;“?_ * e | WA 6006 amazing fascinating
realty mice. | Avsheatia exquisite ’
Love, Peter | T —

——

Rewrite the
- postcard shown
using the words in
the box, or write
your own postcard
—_— and be sure to
use interesting

o ——————— R ——

l words. ‘

B o e

2 Listen for words you've never tried writing down.
Use your strategies to work out the spelling. Then
check in the dictionary or with someone.

This system is
malfunctioning!




You know how we were
going to try writing down words we
hadn't written before?

I was writing
something about gum,
and | wanted to
spell ‘manoeuvre’.

WHAT WORDS ‘ E

DID YOU TRY?

Wwelt . . . spelling it different ways . . . but none
of them lpoked right. dnd | asked someone . . .

S0 what strategies
did you use?

Leah, but |
aign’t know

In the end, | just | typed ‘manoover”
typed it and used the and it told me that was ictrinte)
manoeuvre

spelling checker. wrong, and gave me - :
the right T
—_—— : spelling - i
[srmmﬂ] - ’ :
CHECKER

But you've got
to oo the work -
decidle which word vou
really want - it’s not
always so eqsy!

Yes, speliing checkers on
computers are great -
they can proofread for

you, pick out words that

don’t lock right . . .

| was typing something for the Then there were

basketball newsletter . . . and some things it didn’t s ine
| . fnewsfelier
the spelling checker kept even spot - like when SAtOF e
telling me ‘Cresta’ was wrong! [ typed ‘from’ instead iy

I knew it was right! of “form’ . . .

Well, fet’'s look at
how spelling checkers
can help you.

HAVE YOU TRIED

A SPELLING CHECKER?
DID YOU HAVE ANY
PROBLEMS?



Choosing the right word

Not every spelling checker program is
the same. Some programs are phonetic. They
assume that people lry lo spell words the way they
sound. If you type in a word the way it sounds,
and your spelling is wrong, the computer
will suggest the correct spelling.

Just to show
this, I tried two
programs. | spelt
‘topple’ wrong -
| spelt it “topel’

- and (ook

what |

got.

Other programs just assume you've hil the wrong
keys on the keyboard. If vou type in a word the way it
sounds, and your spelling’s wrong, the computer will

suggest a word that looks most like the word you lyped,

and this may not be the word vou meant to write.

This program
highlighted the word

r topel tope

(tupel topple This program gave

topee . ; tope me ‘topple’ as the
‘lope’ - ‘topple” was :

towel . ;

tinpie right clown the list, SUggested aloice.

.:E;r&!_g_ topple

The computer
suggested g word that
— looked simifar to the
word I'd typed.

The compuler suggested a
word that sounded simitar,
rather than looked simifar,
to the word I'd {yped.

S0 you can see, you can’t just choose ‘change’ {or ‘replace’ on
some computers) and be sure you've got the right word, because
the suggested choice may not be the word you want.

You really need to have some idea of what the word looks like.

Try these. Can you select the right word? The first one is done for you.

1 He never 2 One of his 3 Jonelle Foster 4 Mc Nair was
smiles. He's greatest defence erned her place in dropped from
SO Cerious. skills is the way last night’s team the team because
he antisipates by consistently of a sor throat.
the ball. scoring an eighty
per cent average.
T
(‘ ' il r /
cerious ceres . antisipates erned erred sor or
CErous anticipates earned 50
cherries underrates sour
“Serious” sr
series sore
| eon % o — (I oo % S03F

[Answers are on page 89.]
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Spotting hidden mistakes

How about when the
spelling checker told me
that ‘Cresta’ was wrong?

Spelling checker programs
often don’t recognise names -
you can always add them (o the
memory if you want.

There’s another problem
with spelling checkers,
illustrated very well by

this poem . ..

Can you spot the mistakes?
can you see what (he
problem is7?

t's those
homophones again.

Cresta Cougars were in top from last night for
there quarterfinal against Bay Bulls. Near the and
of the fist quarter, the Cougars lead twenty there
to twenty tow. By the end of the first half, Bulls
were way out in front, leading buy thirty points.

[Answers are over the page.|

GRAju}zr Jen

I UYeah, and words [ike |

‘grommet’ — | had to add
that because my spelling
checker didn’t
know jt!

Spellbound

[ have a spelling checker,
It came with my PC;
It p'ahﬂ}’ marks four my revue
Mistakes I cannot sea.

['ve run this poem threw i,
I'm sure your please too no,
Its letrer perfect in it's weigh,
My checker tolled me sew.

[&nswers are on page 90.]

| had trouble with them in
my basketball report as well -
altogether, there were eight
mistakes that the spelling
checker didn’t pick up!

can you work out why
the checker didn’t pick
up these mistakes?




Look again at the words the spelling checker missed.

e ——

Cresta Cougars were in top{rom)last night for
@quar‘ceﬁinal against Bay Bulls, Near the@

of thefistiquarter, the Cﬂuga twenty there)

to twenty@ By the end of the first half, Bulls
were way out in front, Ieading@thir‘ty points.

-

There are
three tupes of
problem here
that spelling
checkers
can’t help
with . . .

h‘
I
—
Can you identify the type of problem? The first three words are done for you.
1 Typing the wrong letter or leaving a letter from — form ‘E
out and making a different word. there — 5 their 18]
and — 5 end L7
2 Typing all the right letters but in the wrong fiSt ey, it '
order and making a different word. lead > led

there ——> -three
3 Typing a homophone of the word wanted. tow 5  -two

buy — —— by L]

[Answers are on page 90.]

Firstly, make sure you choose the right word
from the list of words the computer suggests!

5a0._..
a couple Secondly, after you
of tips for finish, proofread for
using spelling to mistakes the computer

checkers . .. may have missed!

That ‘choosing
the right word’ tip is
important for me . . .

Me too - | don’t want to be mixing
up words like ‘earn’ and ‘urn’!

| want to be OK - let’s take a quick

sure of those fook at spelling words

words myself. with those ‘ar’, ‘er’
and ‘er’ sounds.




SPELLINZ THE 'AR’, 'ER’ AND ‘'0R’ SOUNDPS

There are a few possible ways to spell words with
these sounds - so remember your strategies!

Common spellings for the ‘ar’ sound

Let’s begin with Fo "y
) ar' spellin a' spellin
words with an B - B 2
P ‘ar’ sound. part father

can you word hunt
some examples of the
most common spellings?

Less common spellings for the ‘ar’ sound

dnd some less common ones?

Common spellings for the ‘er’ sound

Hou’'ll need those
memory strategies
for words with the
er’ sound . ..
Word hunt the
three most common
spelling patterns . . .

‘er’ spelling | ‘ir’ spelling | ‘ur’ spelling

herb bird burn

Less common spellings for the ‘er” sound

‘or’ spelling Other spellings

... but watch out
for others,
especially or’. ..

worse word world

Common spellings for the ‘or’ sound

Now for words fopr i ‘au’ or ‘aw’ | a.s
with an B’ or’ spelling spelling a' spelling
sound - word port sauce jaw tall water
hunt these
spelling

patterns . . .

Less common spellings for the ‘or’ sound

‘ar’ spelling Other spellings

.. and watch out
for these -

quarter warm

your heart four aunt learn

Here are some
words to go in those
Less common spellings’
boxes. Can you sort
them out?

laugh board sergeant earth
bought earn journey court

were door you're ward worm

[Answers are on page 90.]
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Do f[ YourSelt:

Teaching someone else a strategy

1 Try using a computer spelling checker, or try a
hand-held spelling checker. (If you can't type,
have you thought of learning? You can use a
typing tutor program on a computer.)

Are there any words that you need to write

which aren’t in your spelling checker program?
Add these words to the program’s memory.

| e
:E,m

| Ve are irwnted

Experiment with graphics, columns and border

. i) 3 | | -
options on your computer. Try writing an Rl k= ‘g
invitation or making up your own greeting cards. ' ) W "’i—zi
',._—t?‘d:?'—-

Keep up your notebook. Make a special
homophones section. (Use an ‘h' page and only
list the words you need to write.)

Keep up your strategies for remembering words. Try teaching someone else a
strategy that works for you.

My best strategy is

| taught it to




Did you teach your learning
partner any new strategies?

Yeah - how te remember
the “t’ in ‘Christmas’ -
| sometimes leave il oul.

That's clever
Then, for ‘beautiful’, | remember il because
| have a little phrase . . . ‘beauw’ means ‘beautiful’
in French. It just shows,
there are always
’ y 4 different
babys eyes ways to do

are unique.\o, I things!

STRATELT ES

Chfl-l{hnﬂ.i

| think of a Christmas
tree in the middie of

In the box below on the left you can see the names of some memory
strategies. Look at the seven words on the right and identify the type of
strategy used to remember each word. The first three are done for you.

Word Strategy

Christmas Ch risﬁ‘/}m as

mnemonic |2 1

visual 7 2 beautiful ‘My baby's eyes are unique.’

pattern El 3 stalk walk, chalk, talk

family [ ] 4 fortification for-ti-fi-ca-tion

syllables [ ] 5 saturday the Roman god (and planet) Saturn

word origin - guark 'q’ + ‘u’ = 'kw' sound at the beginning of a word
rule il IP 7 nation national, nationality, nationalise

[Answers are on page 90.]

WHICH STRATEGIES
ARE HELPFUL FOR YOU?

Did you know that
the ‘qu’ spelling is a
French import -
‘queen’ was
pnce speit
‘CWery.

HAWVE YOU TRIED
ALL THESE
_ STRATEGIES?
OR ANY OTHERS?



MORE WoRD ORiTLTNS

g Let’s look again at that national
- strategy of remembering /
words related in meaning, nation —> nationalise
or belonging to the
i same family. nationalit y

For example, if we wrote “sine’
instead of “sign’ the connection
between ‘sign’, ‘sighal’ and
‘signature’ wouldn’t show.

One of the arguments against simplifying
English spelling so that it reflects the way
words sound is that some words related in
meaning would no longer look the same.

W NOT?
WE WUD ORL
HAV AN EEZEEA

What do you think?
Should English spelling
be simplified?

Mm ... I'mnot so sure. .. dnywaty,
! like hunting down word origins
and using the spelling to work out
the meaning.

qu.!

Can you find some words which
have these Greek and Latin stems?
One is filled in for you.

Well, you might like to try
this word hunt, then . . .

scriptum locus rota primi, primo
(= written) (= place) (= wheel) (= first)

preseription

Greek

politikos techni tele hydro
(= civil or political)| (= art or skill) (= from a distance) (= water)

[Suggested answers are on page 90,
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MOoRE WRTITING: POING AN INTERVIEW

e UL H'm . .. how about
I'm trying an interview?
still not
doing a That'li give you real
lot of dictation practice and
writing. you can do it over a few
weeks, as a projecl.

This sort of thing
is really interesting -
| spent ages

looking in the
dictionary. . .

You could interview a
sports star = or ask an older
person about their fife.

My grandfather’s got some
good stories about when he that sounds
lived in the bush - he left interesting!
school at twelve
and went to
work!

What were you doing when
you were my ager

So, if you're going to be a good
interviewer, you'll have to think up
some good questions. Like . . .
How was your life different
from mine?

Can you tell me about
something very funny that

Record the interview on once happened lo you?

a small cassette recorder. How about something sad?

or
Write the questions on paper (with plenty Y and something you wish you'd
of room in between them) and take notes done differentiy?

as you go. (Don't worry about spelling -
you can get your first draft checked!)

and something you’ll
never forget?

| will interview

T?Pl Or keep
| will ask them e going with
Ask for photos. your own

If you're interviewing a writing.
relative you could make
up a booklet to give
your grandchildren

one day.
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SPELLINZG THE ‘o’ SoUNDP - AS N ‘ABouT’

I'm writing a question: OK ... lel’s take a quick look
Tell me about the first at a couple more word patterns —
house you lived in. .. and you can do a word hunt!
How do you spell The ‘9 sound - as in
about'? ‘about’ - is easy.
Choose from
‘ou’ or ‘ow’ spelling!

—= -

and at the end of
Fill in the missing letters (‘ou’ or ‘ow’). a word, IU's always ‘oW

1 Tell me ab___ t one of your

recurring dreams. o P

How do you pron__ __nce 'epitome’?
You'll need a p__ __er drill for that

‘ou’ spelling ‘ow’ spelling ekl

2

3

job.

4 | love freshly gr___ nd coffee.

5 Therewasahugecr _dat
Saturday's game.

6 lknowh_ _ to spell "Wednesday'.

[Answers are on page 90.]
Of course, ‘ou” and ‘ow’ are used to
spell other sounds . . . ‘know’, ‘show’,
and ‘four’ . . . but you know that!

SPELLINZ THE ‘oi’ SoUNDP

Onother easy sound to spell is 0f° — as in ‘poison’.

t's either ‘oI’ or "oy’ - and oy’ at the end of words!

The ‘oi* sound

'oi’" spelling ‘oy’ spelling

How about the great Oh, trust you to find
psychoanalyst an exception! That's

Sigmund Freud? German speliing . . . like
‘Detsche Mark’!




Ready o give yourself
a bit of o test?

Word sleuth puzzle

Saturday\/ nation politician multiply graph

scientific,/ telematics yeast

memorable poisonous boiled pronounce

voyage enjoy appoint annoy

finally /
=
or like this TJ/

train automatic conclude

This time, the words are hidden this way

or diagonally!

A/ NN

And remember, the words sometimes overlap!

S AT B G S C 1 ESEMRESTSATIMOS
(GIA T U R D AYNTETHAPEPGOI NT
elu R 1 A T L LA T RLESRFF I AR
IlM E R P O LTV OYAGTETOAT PA A/ S
E|IS D I H OOMETLTS | RNWRO C H
N|{E U GRRWTPOISONOU SO N
TIE L EMAT I €S J NOOUMWR RVYTH
Ijp ¢ AN AT 1 ONZYSTNOTES SO
@mKEDILEDCRASLY
JIUAUTDMATlc Q EENJ OY
¢J)O CMEMORATGBTLETYOYSTATPE

[Answers are on page 90.]

Ll
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Do t YourSely:

Increasing your vocabulary

1 Increase your vocabulary by reading. There are over 500 000 -
. /
words in English. New words are appearing all the t|me,"\'\ Yes, half a mitlion!
so no one knows all of them.
f“wd'_-—.-——f
She was a most wonderful woman for pl'ou'[ing about the house.

How she got from story to story, was a mystery bevond solution.

A l;u‘[}-‘ so decorous in |1-.‘.'t':'~{*“_, and so ]'Iigf‘i]}‘ connected, was not to be
suspected of dropping over the banisters or sliding down them, yet
her ;-x[r-,mr..:lin;n':l; facility of locomotion .';nggcr»[c'\‘l the wild 1dea.
Another noticeable circumstance in Mrs Sparsit was, that she was
never hurried. She would shoot with consummate velocity from the
roofl to the hall, yet would be in full ].‘.lf‘.l.'iSt.‘S.‘Li.l’.‘]:ll of her breath and

dignity on the moment of arrival there.

Read this passage from a nineteenth-century novel, Hard Times by Charles Dickens.
dre there any words you don’t recognise? What do you think they mean? Check with your
learning partner or a dictionary. diso, did you notice the unusual spelling of “storey’?

2 Keep playing with words. Just for fun, try this vocabulary quiz. Only one meaning
for each word is correct. You can make up more guizzes like this and test your
learning partner. Use a dictionary to check your answers.

a rhinoplasty € sardonic
1 the study of large animals [ friendly
d  plastic surgery of the nose [ maocking or scornful

-
loquacious rubato
d talkative [ avegetable

[  nearby [d areddening agent
a 4  a musical term

the study of plant root systems [d like a sardine

b

a small, fruit-bearing tree

3 How will you keep writing? \ :: I'll keep a diary. ) 0

|
I'll keep going with that interview project. J ] g
I'lt do some creative writing!
— =
—

flo problem - | have
50 many assignments!

I've got some other ideas. — 0O

&b C e Sl Wors



Well, | floored everyone
with ‘rubato’ - ne one
could guess the meaning!

But it's not a word |
really need to write!

50 what kinds
of words are still
giving you

problems? Look, why has ‘irregular’ got two
‘r's, when ‘iris” only has one?

Prefixes are put at the
beginning of a word . . .

This is a prefix; it means They change the
‘not’ or ‘the opposite of". meaning of the word.

Some prefixes, when they're added to a base word, make a new word with the
opposite meaning. There are some examples in the table below.
Can you think of other words which have the opposite meaning when you add

these prefixes? Write them in the table.

Prefix Example Your example/s
dis appear —  disappear
il legal —  illegal
im possible — impossible
un happy —  unhappy
in discreet —  indiscreet
ir regular —  irregular

If the prefix ends in the first letter of the base word, you get double letters!

Oh, OK ... 50 ‘unnhecessary’, “illegal’, ‘irregultar’.

N
v

Ao
N



Meanings

Of course,
there are lots of
prefixes with
different
meanings.

[Answers are on page 90.]

& replay anteseptec
descend  international
antenatal wmalpractice

neonatal preview

%y
L
Knowing about prefixes:

1 helps you with some types of double letters.
For example, knowing that the word 'address’ originally came from the Latin
prefix ‘ad’, meaning ‘to’, and the word ‘directus’, meaning ‘straight’, will help you
to remember the double 'd’".

2 can help you spell a word you think you don"t know.
For example, if you needed to spell ‘maltreat’ it might help to know that it
contains the prefix ‘mal’, which means bad. Think of ‘malpractice’ and ‘maladjusted’,
for instance. Do you know any other words that contain ‘'mal’ as a prefix?

¢ LQ._UL"I

Just watch out . . . Don't get out

confused with words which
don’t have prefixes . . .

L]
‘a f‘-’-d-"-rtii




SVFFTXES

So the whole point
is that meaning is a clue
to spelling . . .

... and that's the same with suffixes . . .

... the bits we gdd to
the end of words.

Look at these words. How does the end- !
actor fixed

ing change the meaning or give us extra

information? teacher hopeful boxes

well . . . and the *-es’ h | d .
‘hopeful’ and in ‘boxes’ opeless advertisement

*hopeless’ . . . means .
‘fult of hope’ there’s more creation famous
and ‘no hope'. than one.

... but if you know
that plurails end in
9., or 188 . .

... then you can
always spell the
ending!

This is where thinking about
the meaning helps. ‘Boxes’
sounds like ‘boxiz’ . . .

Let’s whiz through some patterns for spelling plurals.

1 can — cans 2 baby —>babies_ Y hanoe
drinl —— drinlls ciky —> cibies o
i T i tray e U 9s and "oy take
fox —> foxes Rey—> Reys L L’:,';i”n‘;'ma'
watch —> watches boy — boys
digh ——>dighes So:

Rigs— Risses
S50:

berry

Hey, how many
irregular plurals
do you know?

way

trolle
¥ There’s
fly ‘children’, buy
‘men’, &

‘women’,
any others?

‘sheep’, ‘mice’ . ..

[Answers are on page 90.]



Forming the past tense

It’s the same for You know that the But some
past tense words end of the word will exceptions are
like “fixed’ or be spelt “ed’, even ‘burnt,, ‘speit,
‘opened” or if it sounds like <@’ ‘learnt’ and
‘mended”. . . or =t or -id". ‘dreamt’.

1 You remember:

hop — hopped try—>tried play—>played

hope —> hoped {'If.‘,]“‘bpri.t.d but gtay-> staged
0 Rey—> Reyed
‘-y' changes to ‘t‘ﬂa —>¢o at.[i

*-jed’ ,1\

-ay’, -ey' and ‘-oy" take
S50: the normal ending

apply
employ

[Answers are on page 90.]

commit —> commitment
argue —> argument
pay | ——> payment

Most suffixes are pretly
reliable in their spelling.
For example, you know it’s
got to be ‘advertisement’
(not ‘mint’ or ‘munt’).

Here's some practice at adding suffixes to base words. Join the base word and the suffix.

Base word Suffix New word
pay dom .F_f.t.t..linm_ -

protect ment

kind age

free ist

volt ion

art ness [

[Answers are on page 90.]




SPELLINZ THE 'SHUN’ ENPING

Hey ...l can
remember “-ment’
and -ness’. ..

well, that shun’
sound that you
hear in ‘station’ is
usually speit
“tion’.

The ‘-ssion” words you can work
out from looking at the base word.

process ————> procession
progress ———> progression

The '-sion’ waords have a different
‘zhun’ sound.
confusion

division decision

My brain’s a bit full

of word endings. Can

we do something else
for a while?

. .. butl how about ‘station’, ‘recession’,
‘division’ and ‘magician’? How am | supposed

to know how to spell those endings?

Find some examples of the ‘tion’ ending.

The "-cian’ words you can probably
remember - it's easy to see where
the ‘¢’ comes from!

magic —— magician
technical —— technician
politics ——>» ____
music —

Why not write cown
the last joke you heard,
then swap it with your

learning partner . . .

Chapler dordr, — + ¢ v v




0 ﬂ YourSelt:

Writing poetry

Why not have a real break
from word patterns . . .

... and write a poem . . .

... Or maybe the
words to a song?

what, mef
Write poetry?

Anyone can write a limerick. Read it A wonderful bird is the pelican,

aloud to get the rhythm. His beak can hold more than his belican.
H[' Can lﬂl‘.f_‘ !Il'i |-||I$- bfﬂkr
Enough food for a week —

I'm blowed if I know how the helican.

(Merritt)

It can be fun to write a poem for a special occasion. It doesn’t have to be perfect - this
is a poem that one of the authors, Maureen, wrote for her eight-year-old nephew, after

she nearly lost something very important! 8. by
I .
A Message from the Tooth Fairy ); /”I
For Ryan, aged eight fgd . /¢}J
] II‘.IL‘.?IIT[ o ﬁtt]!'jl' 1IJ.'[]lI[ d I.'!'ﬂ:l.'
who lost a molar. viin
% .

He left it in a gl:th‘x for me
to change it to a dollar.
But oh my god! Alas! Alack!
Before he got his wishes
his aunty chucked the glass and rooth
in that machine for 1.'.-':|:;i1ing dishes.
But never fear, | brought your dollar —
in fact I brought you two —
for giving me the chance to snorkel

and to scuba dive a lictle too!

Yes, that's right,

o I had to search in the machine.
t\dﬂkﬂ'u H‘P'Ll.l. }'GL] cdll I'JL'[ }'UL[I' lil.‘iﬂ‘. wo L'[‘.'.ll]ﬂl'}i
qgl \ that your tooth was squeaky clean!

v R vt



! wrote a poem for my
auntie’s birthday - it was
pretly funny. It started
Laura, Laura, we all
adore her/ Rity Elvis
never saw her’, because
she’s an Elvis fan . . .

But, you know, f o

better on the long words,
! get stuck with some

really eqsy ones . . .

Have you ever found yourself heading in
the wrong direction on a Saturday?

Well, sometimes you
can start operating on
automatic pitot!

You were going shopping, or to a
friend’s place, but you find yourself
heading for school or work . . . you're
just not cancentrating!

WeRDS THAT ARE
EASY To €oNFUVUSE
(THERE/THETR / THEY'RE, To/Tee; T T'S/TTS)

UYeah, this often
happens when you
write short, easy
words — you write
them without
thinking.

So you have to switch
off the automatic pifot,
change to manual, get

your brain engaged and
really think about what

you're doing . . .

. especially
about the
meaning of what
you're writing!

What's the difference between
‘there’, ‘their’ and “they're’?

How about a quick revision of
some shorl words we use a lot?

~ ( .‘They’re’ is short for ‘they a?‘e
o
&
and ‘their’. . . that's
like *her’ ar ‘our”. ;

Fill in the gaps in the following sentences.

dnd ‘there’ you can

use in ‘there is’ or
‘over there’ - it’s speit
like ‘here’.

1 Look at those guys over I They think so cool with
mirror sunglasses.

2 Hummingbirds use long, thin bills to get nectar from flowers.
flying experts and are interesting for ability to

fly backwards.

[Answers are on page 90.]



How about “to” and “loo’?

Same thing - just focus -
if you think about it, you'll
know which one o use.

0K ... The ‘too’ in
‘too much’ has an extra ‘o".
TRY WORKING IT
QUT YOURSELF
Fill in the gaps in these sentences.

1 it's never late learn something new.

2 If you add much green mulch your garden, the
soil may become nitrogenous.

[Answers are on page 90.]

OK, how about | wrote ‘The dog Doesn’t that little

‘it’s” and “its’? chased it's tail’ mark, the apostrophe,
I get them and | got it show belonging, like in

mixed up . .. marked wrong! . ‘The dog’s tail’?

Ueah, | can see why you ‘Its’ is just the same -
were confused over when to use an no apostrophe, When you see
apostrophe. | know we write ‘it’s’, that’s short for ‘it is’,
‘The dog’s tail’, but think of ‘his’, or “it has”.

‘her”’, ‘their’, ‘my’. ..

1 A rainforest frog produces poison under skin to ward off other
animals. Some rainforest tribes tip their arrows with the same poison.
collected by roasting the frog gently and then collecting

sweat.

2 The rafflesia is a plant which grows on the forest floor in parts of Asia.
flowers — up to 1 metre across - are the biggest in the world.

Because this one can be In fact, people often

cunfusmg, you if notice f‘?‘.l'j?t‘a.l’-f&ls, put apostrophes in the
even in magazines and printed signs wrong places . . .

and notices.

[Answers are on page 91.]
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APOS TROVHES

Here are some typical I What do you think

Ny e mistakes I've seen . . . these should be?
\/
.lr’
W 3 L
s

PLEASE DO'NT SMOKE N HERE
FRESH CARROT'S 79¢

The femate spider devours it's mate.

WHO'S CAR —mY CAR!
Whose been eating mY parn‘.d-gt,?

1
2
3
4 ks a great way to go.
5
6

Maybe they were
on automatic pitot and
got confused?

Ina why did people make
these mistakes, do you think?

should They should have thought
1 _Do'NI = PON'T about where the missing

fetter was: ‘do nal’.

2 CALROTS —>CARROTS No need ... . its just

‘carrots’, the plural.

an . . . if you're not
3 ')1{1 —S 45 saying ‘it is’, or ‘it has’, there’s
no need for an apostrophe.

a4 K —>W's

You don't say ‘who is car'?

5 LJRO'S —> WHOSE This must be ‘whose"

. Now, this time it’s short
6 IImose. —> Who's for “who has’, so you do need
an apostrophe.

CRopier Barteen, = = - oee T8



ABBREVIATIONS

. . Instead of “do not’. But sometimes it’s to sqve
time - like writing ‘etc.” to show ‘and so on’.

Just one more
thing te mention.
We sometimes
leave out letters
to show how
We speak - like
‘don’t’ . . .

We call these short forms
of words abbreviations.

Yeah, why do we write
‘elc.” at the end of lists?

You couldn’t really Y of course, this kind of thing was
guess unless you easy in the past . . .
knew Latin, ‘Etc.’ is

short for ‘et cetera’, .. . When anyone who went

which is Latin for to school would have stuciied
‘and other things' some Latin.

Of course, you can always Or you could try this exercise.
look in a dictionary! Can you match the abbreviations with
the Latin words and meanings?

Abbreviation Latin word and meaning Do you know any other abbreviations?

ie. et cetera (and other things)
e.q. versus (against)
Vs, ante meridian (before noon)
etc, post meridian {after noon)
p.m. id est (that is)

exempli gratia (for example)

Did you know any other Yeah. | found ‘re’ which
abbreviations - old or new? means ‘about’. It's from Latin ‘res’ -
that means “thing.

Could you find out
what they mean?
I've gol g new one.
‘PC" can mean
Look in a dictionary to find the origins ‘Personal Computer’ or

and meanings of these abbreviations. Politically Correct’

AD BC PP-




Classified ads

When vou're writing an
advertisement for a newspaper
column, another reason to use
abbreviations is to save money,
because you pay for every line
you want printed!

wu o
-

G/G to share mod I © C/VAN 32°, own fac, Prof 42 yo fin sec
f/f t/hse with 2 guys | rev cyc air cond, |f ™5 s/d. gsoh seeks
u/30. N/S. annexe furn. $10000 4§ |§  f/ship then perm
ONO. r/ship.

Why not get a newspaper
and read a whole lot of ads.
Your'll get a feel for the
language!

How can |
work out what the
abbreviations are
short for?

~£ Can you work out these abbreviations? (You'll notice there are no full stops in these
"~ abbreviations - more and more abbreviations are being printed without full stops.)
G/G C/VAN fin sec
mod fac nfs
fif rev cyc air cond s/d
t/hse furn gsoh
u/30 ONO fiship

N/S Prof perm ___

yo riship _

Yo'l
notice
when you

[Arswers are an page 91.]

m;?iig: Interested? Write your own ad in twenty-five words! Write
people one word or abbreviation in each box.
sometimes
write

abbreviations in
different ways.

£/f

Fully furn
£/Furn

Buying? Selling? Looking for
a place to live? Or a soulmate?

77



Do 1J[ Yourgelt:

Collecting other people’s mistakes

1 What Australian abbreviations do you use?

Footy” -
or is that
‘footie’?

Look around you at signs and notices. It's not unusual to see apostrophes in the wrong

place. How many examples can you find? Look for other spelling mistakes too.
'-——-—ﬂ-—___.
ToMATOE'S

O $120

Do you know what an acronym is? New acronyms are

always appearing (and sometimes disappearing!)

Some are listed below. What words do they stand for? 2
Yeah I getit. ..

X . :
Can you find any others? dn acronym is a
word made from

snag senschive new age quy the first letters of
other words!

AlDS
dinky
Qantas

Anzac

[Answers are on page 91.]

4 Collect classified ads that interest you. Do you recognise all the abbreviations?
If not, see if you can work them out with some help from your learning partner.




So, it's nearly the end of
the book. How are you
feeling about spelling?

What can you do now that you couldn’t do when you started working on this book?
yes I need more practice

3
Q

| can have a go at spelling new words.
| know some rules.

| can use memory strategies.

| keep a spelling notebook.

| can use spelling checkers.

I‘'m reading more.

I'm writing more.

NGOV hRARWN=
EREREREERY Y RN E

| understand more about English spelling
and where words come from.

0 00000000
0 00000000

O

What advice would you give these people?

I don’t know when to use double
letters . . . like in ‘spitting".

2
| get annoyed because English
words aren't speit the way they
sound - there’s no system!
3
There are just a few worgs
| can never remember, like
‘separate’ and ‘necessary’.
4

My handwriting looks so awful!
What with that and my spelling,
| never bother writing.

Yeah, I'm enjoving this book, but |
think | need heaps more practice.

[Suggested answers are an page 91.]



WOR D ENDPINAS: MORE RULES ¢ STRATELTES

Here's my problem. | slll Wwelt, again, this is
get muddled with word where looking at the
endings sometimes . . . meaning and how the

word is used can heip.

... like “le" and -al’ - why
is it “table’. bul ‘normal’?

a2

Sort these words into o
nouns and adjectives, and Nouns Adjectives
vou’ll see a pattern. (naming words) | (describing words)
Q legal vehicle normal

e .
table punctual internal
bicycle apple lateral wuncle
fanatical circle magical

There are exceptions to the pattern . . . words like
‘hotel’ and “sandal’. dnd ‘principal’ can be a noun or
{ an adjective . . . But it’s a useful pattern!

[Answers are on page 91.]

well, that helps . . .
dnd what abouwt -able’
and “ible’. ..

... as in ‘incredible’ and ‘possible’, and
‘measurable’ and ‘taxable’?

Look, this book can’'t cover
every possible rule.

But | want
to know!

OK. If you're a person
who likes rules there
are plenty of books
around which give lots
of rules, You could
hunt them down/!

dnd if you don’t like too many
rules, just work out which *-ible’
and *-able” words you want to
remember, and use a strategy -
maybe exaggerate the sound
when you think of them.

:cnsLbL_r..l_J sensitive
15 liKe
~1

Just remember that for every rule
there are usually a few exceptions!
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well, | like rules - it certainty
helps me to know that
suffixes are predictable.

Well, rules
and patterns can
be useful.

Hey, that's another rufe!

tes, that's a good onhe o
remember. Bul some rules are
bit more complicated . . .

Like when lo use
—er' gr-or'. ..

actor
teacher inspector
Lecturer

I'tl look in some
more spelling books!

COoNPOUND WoR DS

Sometimes you know
more about spelling
than you think . . .

{

S

‘Overdue” is a compound word. That
means it's a word made by joining two
or more words together. To spell a com-
pound word, think of the parts you
already know. You can make word steps
like the one on the right.

Try this word step! Start from the bottom.

[Answers are on page 91.]

EW dour tran,

i just
remember
the words

(goes on the table)

‘Useful’, ‘careful” and “hopeful’
onty have one I, but it’s ‘usefully’,
‘carefully’ and ‘hopefully’”.

A dnd “~ent’ or ~ant’,

and “ence’ or -ance’.
cmportance

eloquence intelligent
signi ficant

! need!

You want to write ‘overdue book’.
o spell ‘overdue’, think of the two
words that have been combined.

over + due = overdue

tablecloth
timetable /
playtime
roleplay /

s it ‘millcshake’,

‘milk-shake’ or ‘milk shoke'?
Look out for variations!
(where you work)

(domestic chores)

(a place to keep plants)




BLENDED WeRPS

No, the original

What about a word two words have digantic
like ‘ginormous’? been blended. s

enormoud
= GLnormous

That's not a compound
word, is it?

=

'Ginormous’ is a blended word. With blended You can probabiy think of a
words two or more words are joined together, fol more words like these!

just like in compound words. But the difference
is that in blended words bits are taken out too.

bﬂ.d.tLFnH- + Lunch = brunch sea + and = u.a{"nmi
blended word compound word

Which words were formed by blending these words?

motor + hotel simultaneous + broadcast

breath + analyser television + marathon

motorcycle + crosscountry smoke + fog

[Answers are on page 91.]

0f course, words + oK
like ‘ginormous’ come ¥eQ o Oka 3?

from spoken language vege oul-?
- We don’t often write
them down.

; : Riddeceino That's
Sometimes there's no Cappuccing

: g I
agreement when they are written down. Kiddie Cino’ for kids!

With words like these, we're in the same situation as 200 years ago - when words were
first put into a dictionary. That was when a standard spelling started to be used, but it
still took a loang time for people to agree on which spelling was the standard!

Use the space below to write down some slang words you use. Look to see if they're
in the dictionary yet. Are they old words with new meanings, or new words?

- ‘ Wicked? You mean it’s bad?
fg :

B - - Sulhgorks



Do IJ[ YourSelT:

Looking out for new words

1 How would you remember these common homophones?

stationary

| think of a stationary car,
stationery then | think of paper
and stationery.

principal

principle

Are there other homophones you want

caught
g to remember?

court

2 Collect some compound and blended words, especially new words. (Look at names
of businesses - they can be very clever examples of compound or blended words!)

Play some more word games — whatever appeals to you.

If you have younger sisters or brothers, or kids of your own, look at
their writing and how their spelling is developing - it's fascinating!
You might notice that they try to spell words the way they sound, or
miss out vowels. Sometimes they over-apply a rule they've learnt (for
example, they've learnt ‘'boxes’ so they write 'dogses’).

B&ajamrﬁ“awm SRR 1



When | was oul mam’ng for
compound words, | feund
some unusual spellings.

I'd seen them before, but hadn’t
really thought about them.

it’s a bit of an eyecalcher -
and it saves space!

Good spotting! You know.
product names and shop
signs often have this
simplified spelling.

But you can't use this
kind of spelling in other
situations, can you?

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
WHEN CAN YOU
USE THIS KIND OF

SPELLING?

How would you
normally speil the
words belows?

MOZZIE-GARD HI-LITE

LO-COST

NITEWEAR

LITE BIX

RITE-WAY

PANTZ __ ) BI-BEST

KIDZ SOX DIET DELITE

Can you think of other examples of simplified spelling?

[Answers are an page 91.]

New
I's always good Word plays: ‘INXS’, ‘U2’
fo keep on looking Words about new technology: ‘bits’, ‘bytes’
at language . . .
What’s new? What's
on the way out? Going out

Gender-specific words: ‘actress’, ‘chairman’,
'manhaole’




If you were writing a dictionary, which words would you like to simplify?

Old spelling

New spelling

OK, here’s one of my
recommended spelling
changes . . . ‘infekshus’
instead of “infectious’,

Yeah, but then you'd
lose the connection with
‘infeet’ and ‘infection’.

Here we go again . . .
UYou can look up the rules -
or work out some strategies!

{nd words with ~ious’

have that ‘shus’ sound you
need - “spacious’, ‘anxious’,
‘infectious’.

What about dmerican
spelling? I’'ve noticed they
spell some words wrong -
like ‘color’, ‘center’,
and ‘traveling’.

b\

You'll have noticed

Well, for them it’s not wrong.
it's right, of course!

This is histerical again.
When Webster compiled
his dmerican dictionary, he
simplified some spellings.

Mm . . . | suppose so.
But that ~us’ sound
really bugs me.

The -us’ ending is
wsually found in nouns -
words like ‘termints’,
‘circds” and ‘focus’.

these dmerican

Us spelling

Our spelling

spellings if you read

dmerican magazines humor

or books. What is our color

spelling of the words center
N in the table? estrogen

Do you know any other examples of American spelling?

Gelajabzr fﬁ%bvlh -

[Answers are on page 91.]
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WoR DS FRON NAMES oR PLACES

g Spelling isn’t just random. | Sandizey > >
o There are reasons or a story Aclle ca , «.You
) ( behind everything! Paste, _u"r"“ﬂ f‘Hﬂw
g |~

Use the highlighted part of each word above to complete these sentences. Do you know any
other words that come from people’s names or from places?

1  Julius 's mother died in childbirth and he had to be cut from her body.
2 Louis developed a method of boiling to sterilise.
3 The Earl of was so busy gambling, that he didn’t have time for meals.

Instead, he ordered a slice of meat between two pieces of bread.

4 Louis went blind at the age of three but went on to develop a reading

system for the blind.

[Answers are on page 91.]

One thing I'm going i

to remember is that | I've got really interested
don’t have to worry in words, and | know heaps
aboul every word - of spelling
only the words strategies
that give me
problems.

Well, this is it, really.
What do you
think
you've
learned’?

STRATELY €HECXLIST

Here is a list of questions good spellers ask themselves. Now you've tried all these strategies, tick A
the ones you're using regularly.

* Do | know words that follow the same pattern? e.g. ‘night’ looks like ‘bright’ [
* What are the parts that will be hard to remember? e.g. the ‘au’ in ‘becalse’ [}
* Are there words with related meaning that could help me? e.g. 'signature’ comes from ‘sigh’ [
* Does sounding out the word into syllables help? e.g. port-fo-li-o [J
* Can I
- use a visual memory strategy? e.g. picture a cup hanging under a beard to remember ‘cupboard’ ]
- use an auditory memory strategy? e.g. say ‘cup-board’ to remember ‘cupboard’ [J
- use a mnemonic? e.g. remember ‘Put the cup in the cupboard’ to remember ‘cupboard’ [
* |s there an interesting origin to the word? e.g. the 'h’ in ‘ghost’ was added by Dutch printers [
* Are there words inside words? e.g. ‘ran’ in ‘guarantee’ [
= Are there prefixes or suffixes that | could remember are always spelt the same way?
e.g. ‘'ment’ as a suffix in 'excitement’ [
* Could I:
- ask someone? [_]
- use a dictionary? ]
- use a spelling checker?
- write the word several ways to see which spelling looks right? ]
* s there a rule | could use? e.g. the doubling rule to form ‘winhing’ from ‘win’ J

T



What's next?

| feel confident. I'm pleased [}
with my progress. | want to carry

on, on my own.

What's next?

J

Remember to
keep writing.
You might
want to do a
creative writ-
ing course,
write a story
for a child, or
learn word
processing or
calligraphy.
To keep up
your interest,
read the
language
column in the
newspaper,
join a book
club, or treat

| yourself

to a year's

subscription to

your favourite
magazine.

| feel W
quite
confident -
but | still
need heaps
of practice!

? [

What's next?

J

How do you feel about
speiling now?

: How about

revising
sections of

this book, or
doing more
crosswords and
word games.
Try to make
writing fun,

not a chore.

language! !

Congratulations on
your persistinte? persistance?
persistence!

| feel J
terrible!

| tried and
tried, but

I'm getting
nowhere!

What's next?

want to talk

to a counsellor
about learning
difficulties -
find someone
who specialises
in this area.
There are lots
of people who
have found
ways to over-
come these
difficulties with |

=

| don't |
feel too
brilliant —
I've got to
admit | didn't
make much
effort.

w

What's next?

J

Well, you
know the
answer — you
get out what
you put in!
When you're
ready, you
might want to
have another

How wotld you
remember this?

go.
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Chapter 1
Page 4

From right to left: glass contains
beer, only one rung on chair

back, reversed umbrella handle,
hat vanished behind door,
number on door cpposite
changed, extra 'z’ emerging from
sleepwalkers mouth, thicker
stripe on his pyjama top, smaller
handle on jug, burnt candle,
deeper pelmet on curtain,

1

To all staff,

Plese note that the fire
drill skeduled for
Teusday morming has been
posponed. It will now be
held on Wensday after-
noon at

Page 5
2

Dear Nan,

Just riting to tet you
Rnow that my brithday
‘prezent arived uF:.l.a. |
was thrilled, becose I've
been pestering Dad for a
new wach Fur i.aul

3

Dear Mr Plowrite,

! am returning your chege
for £75.15, as the amount oewd
is £776.15. Pleese coud you send
the corect amount before the end
of Febury.

88 i

RS

4
Histry of Bali

It apears Bali was not populated during the
Ston Age. Stonc inscriptions were the
earlyest rekords found in Bali. At this time,
the Balinese used an irrigation sistem
which is similair 1o the

Page 6

3From right to left: bracket
under bookshelf is smaller, a
groove in radiator has vanished,
one spot fewer on vase on TV set,
extra flower appears in vase, arm
of chair in left foreground projects
turther, edge of kitchen table top
is black, saucepan on table has
longer handle, pattern of kitchen
curtains is different, a loop in cable
under TV, lamp in right foreground
has bigger light reflection.

Chapter 2
Page 8

1 school 2 circle 3 gourmet
4 night 5 ghost

Page 10

End with “ight’: flight, bright,
fight

Contain ‘ch’ that sounds like 'k’
technical, mechanic

Begin with ‘gh-": ghetto, ghastly,
ghoulish

Begin with ‘¢’ that sounds like ‘s";
centre, cinema, cell

Have the French -et’ ending:
ballet, buffet, valet

Page 11

French: chef, boutique, champagne,
restaurant

- Spellingor s

Japanese: sushi, judo, kamikaze,
kimono

Spanish: siesta, patio, guitar
Australian Aboriginal languages:
bunyip, boomerang, kangaron
German: blitz, waltz, hamburger,
kindergarten

Russian: vodka, sputnik

Chapter 4
Page 20
1€ 208 3@ 4@ 53

Page 22 (suggestions only)
Exciting:

‘The eXit isn"t eXgiting.’
excite /ak’san, ek-/, v.r.,
-citing. [ME. amrz{n}, L.
excitare, ﬁequ:nmhveﬂfmum n‘.'aﬂ;
forth, rouse]

-cited,

‘Christmas is exgiting.’
exceed, except, Bxcess

Birthday:

birth, mirth, girth

probably from Old Norse ‘byrthr’
‘Do birds have birthdays?’

*his first birthday"

Chapter 5
Page 27

Madagascar: mad, ad, Ada, dag,
gas, as, scar, car

amateur: am, ma, mat, mate, ate
miniature: mini, in, at
disappear: is, sap, appear, pea,
pear, ear

kerosene: ‘kero’, Eros, rose
reputable: rep, put, ta, tah,
table, able

colonel: colon, lone, one
vegetable: get, ta, table, able
misdemeanour: is, demean,
demeanour, me, mean, an, no, our
suitable: suit, it, ta, tab, table, able

Page 28

night 1; cinema 3; muscle 2:
centimetre 4; peace 1; medicine 3;
spell 1; scientific 4; gym 1;
aboriginal 5; gourmet 2; three 1;
alphabetical 5; married 2;

children 2



Page 30

Dear Cathy,

| can't meet gov
tommrow, but how about
I-Jf,ud.n.u = oppsite the
cinma thrack a.fl-tr unr#.?
Pleas bring my vmbrila ~

1 Lr.Fl- ok in Your car.
Linda

Chapter 6

Page 33

The History of Space Travel [2]
Sherlock Holmes: The Case of the
Dancing Bees (3

Survive the 5avage Sea [7]

A Fortunate Life [7

Spotlight on the Olympics |57

Page 34

‘a’ sound (as in ‘cat’, "hand’,
'bank’): guarantee

‘e’ sound (as in 'leg’, ‘'men’,
"tent’): leisure, said, friend, guess
"i" sound (as in ‘bit’, 'bill", "win'):
build, busy, women, pretty, crystal
‘o’ sound {as in ‘stop’, ‘hot’, job’):
was, cough, because

‘u’ sound (as in 'bus’, "‘cut’,
‘rubbish’): front, mother

‘u’ sound (as in ‘put’, ‘pull’, ‘push’):
good, book, woman, should

Chapter 7
Page 38

longer @’

Page 39

1 Yesterday was the _ hobbest
day for thirty-five years.
2 One of my favourite hobbies is
wining  and _ dining
3 Have you heard the _Lategt
news about the unfortunate
driver who ran over the speed

camera instead of gtoapging?

4 | must stop eating chocolate.

I'm getting _ fattee and
_fatter .

5 He stripged off to reveal

his _gteiped  underwear.
6 Bisodo washes  whiter |

Page 40

Page 42

fofi v n 1 /XA v GTuBI TR 1 e [FIGTT N _E[D)
-nlol‘r'—:.L,M'CHAR;@Pic.'i'|rrxor-aELP.
ifmjo Riefoloju 1 julafufr s a rREJ1 kR c L [E]
\Tgefp uwolsisic piriTlolo e + z/iJL RD O [A
tfmie R hlxlJu v mimlolr G_ L aAfrlH DA YDIMm
1N E!Ei"-.f ciH E o uledt @fa U 6 H N GYR T [E
I |. | ‘: p— - . --r.-.-!-.-- T —— ————— et

g/rlojk ife v vy sGlues o avinlicn D
oG i o hia T ur )L B a v s AGIEJE A R R
G a s K EJT 8 A L{D0o c k e ) AMET E R
Chapter 9

Page 51

HOTO SYANTHE 8§18

P HY S10lL|olely

Page 53 Chapter 10
knife, gnome, scissors, chrysalis, Page 56
wrench, photocopier, rhinoceras, 1 serious 2 anticipates

Thailand, wreath 3 earned 4 sore

47
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Page 57

four— for, revae—> review,
sea—> see, threw— through,
yadr—r you're,

pleasestoo— pleased to,

no— know, its— it's, its—>its,
weigh—> way, tolled—> told,
SEW—F 50

Page 58

fist—> first 7]
lead—> led (2]
there—> -three [2]
tow—>r-two [

buy—> by Ei|

Page 59

Less common spellings for the
‘ar’ sound
heart, aunt, laugh, sergeant

Less common spellings for the
‘er’ sound

‘or’ spelling: worm

Other spellings: learn, earth,
garn, journey, were

Less common spellings for the
‘or’ sound

‘ar’ spelling: ward

Other spellings: your, four,
board, bought, court, door, you're

Chapter 11
Page 61

family 7; syllables 4; word
origin 5; rule &

Page 62 (suggestions only)
Latin

scriptum (= write): scribble,
inscribe, manuscript, inscription,
description

locus (= place): location, local,
locate, locum, locomotion,
locomotive

rota (= wheel): rotation, rotate,
rotor, Rotary, rotator

primi, primo (= first): primary,
primate, prime, primeval,
primitive, primordial

KN -

Greek

politikos (= civil or political):
politics, political, politician,
politicise

techni (= art or skill): technical,
technician, technique, technology,
tele (= from a distance):
telephone, television, telematics,
telegraph, telepathy

hydro (= water): hydroponics,
hydrophobia, dehydrate,
rehydrate, hydraulic

Page 64

1 Tell me ab_e v t one of your
recurring dreams.

2 How do you pron@ ¥ nce
‘epitome"?

3 You'll need a po wer drill for
that job.

4 | love freshly gr_e v nd coffee.

5 There was a huge cro 1 d at
Saturday’s game.

6 |know ho 1 tospell
"Wednesday".

Page 65

Page 69

witches, buses, burgers
berries, ways, trolleys, flies

Page 70

tripped, waded
cried, strayed, applied, employed

freedom
payment
voltage
artist
protection
kindness

Chapter 13

Page 73

1 Look at those guys over
__there ! They think

_they'ee  so cool with
their mirror
sunglasses.

o

F s

st

5 AT B
S\A T U
clH R |
ifm[E R
E| s|of 1
H]EUG
(1l e L) e
i|bfcla
gr 1 [Nl A
if1|o
g o

l:r-—\:ll—r-.--:h-z

m-c-dc:lzz:m:nbm

Chapter 12
Page 68

de: down, away from
re. again

pre: before

mal: bad

co: with, together
ante: before

anti : against

neo: new

-+ Spellingorfa

Page 73

2 Hummingbirds use
_ _kueir long, thin bills to
get nectar from flowers.
2 flying experts
and are interesting for
twele  ability to fly
backwards.




Page 74

1 It never too late
___to  learn something
new.

2 If you add too much
green mulch to
your garden, the soil may
become too
nitrogenous.

1 A rainforest frog produces
poison under its
skin to ward off other animals.
Some rainforest tribes tip their
arrows with the same poison,

1t's collected by
roasting the frog gently and
then collecting its
sweat,

2 The rafflesia is a plant which
grows on the forest floor in
parts of Asia. 141
flowers — up to 1 metre across
— are the biggest in the world.

Page 75

1 PLEASE DON'T SMOKE IN HERE

2 FRESH CARROTS 79c

3 The female spider devours its
mate.

4 It's a great way to go!

5 WHOSE CAR - MY CAR!

6 Who's been eating my
porridge?

Page 76

i.e.: id est (that is)

e.g.: exempli gratia (for example)
vs.: versus (against)

etc.: et cetera (and other things)
p.m.: post meridian (after noon)
a.m. : ante meridian (before noon)

Page 77
G/G {’,LrL;" Guy

mod  modern

i futy fuenished

thse  fown hovit

w30 under 30

M5 mon=fmoller

C/VAN  caravan

fac {"uci.li.i-i.u

rev cyc air cond __ reverse
cyele air conditioning

furn__ _Ewm'.ih!.d-

OMO _ or nearest oFFzr

Prof __ Professional
yo_ Mearotd 000
fin sec L cally secure
nfs__ mon-smoller -
s/d_ gocial drinber
gsoh _good sense of wumour
fiship__friendship
perm __permanent
riship __relationship

Page 78

snag: sensitive new age guy
AIDS: Acquired immune
deficiency syndrome

dinky: double income no kids yet
Qantas: Queensland and
Morthern Territory Aerial Services
Anzac: Australian and New
Zealand Army Corps

Chapter 14
Page 79 (suggestions only)
1

Remember how siient ‘e
or magic ‘e" makes a short vowe!
leng ... you need the doubie '
in “spitting’ to keep the
vowel short.

once you start looking ot
paiterns, youw'll reaiise there is
a system — sure it's not as simple
as every letler corresponding
to @ particular sound, but
it's not random!

Dot forgel memory strategies
... mnemanics . . _ fike
‘0 ratis separale from me'.

This [s an easy ong!
Get some keyboarding skitls - if
wou've got gccess o o compuler,
then you can use a speliing
checker as well!

(Aawera

0K, have fun with
crosswords, word puzzies and
word gomes... Why nol write
poems, design gregting cards or
pasters? Look back of the
Do It Yourself pages!

Page 80

Nouns (naming words): vehicle,
table, bicycle, uncle, circle, apple
Adjectives (describing words):

legal, normal, punctual, internal,

lateral, magical, fanatical

Page 81
placemat
workplace
houseworkl
green ouse

Page 82

motel
breathalyser
motocross
simulcast
telethon

smog

Page 84

MOSQUITO-GUARD
NIGHTWEAR

RIGHT-WAY (OR WEIGH?)
PANTS

KIDS® (CHILDREN'S) SOCKS
HIGHLIGHT

LOW-COST

LIGHT BISCUITS

BUY-BEST

DIET DELIGHT

Page 85

humaour, colour, centre, cestrogen

Page 86

1 Caesar

2 Pasteur

3 Sandwich
4 Braille

R



The authors would like to thank the staff at ‘Oxford 130 in Perth -

their weekend workplace!

Heinemann

A division of Reed International Books Australia Pty Lid
22 Salmon Street, Port Melbourne, Victoria 3207
World Wide Web htip:/fwww.hi.com.au

Email info@ hi.com.au

Offices in Sydney, Brisbane, Adelaide and Perth.
Associated companies, branches and representatives throughout the world,

@ Maureen Hague and Clare Harris 1996
First published 19986

2002 2001 2000 1989
10 9 8 T 6 5 4 3

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced,
stored in a refrieval system or transmitted in any form by any means
whatsoever without the prior permission of the copyright owner.
Apply in writing to the publisher,

Editor: Astrid Judge

Designed and paged: Leigh Ashforth, watershed art and design
Mustrations: Shane Magle

Photograph researcher: Janet Pheasant

Typeset in Frutiger by watershed art and design
Film supplied by Type Scan, Adelaide
Printed in Malaysia by Chee Leong Press

Mational Library of Australia
cataleguing-in-publication data:

Hague, Maureen.
SpellingWorks: a workbook of spelling strategies.

ISBEM O 85859 940 6,

1. English language—orthography and spelling. . Harris,
Clare Petrina. I, Title.

428 1

The authors and publisher would like to thank the publishers who granted permission
to reproduce the short extracts in this book: Addison Wesley Longman, Survive the
Savage 5ea by Dougal Robertson & Ron Kingsbury; Basil Blackwell; Cambridge
University Press, Sherlock Holmes: The Case of the Dancing Bees by Allen Sharp;
Cassell Ltd, Spotlight on the Qlympics by Amanda Alvey; Heinemann Australia;
Macmillan Education Australia, The History of Space Travel by Randal Flynn; Penguin
Books Australia, A Fortunate Life by A. B Facey; Reader's Digest Services Pty Ltd; The
Library of Americia, American Poetry: The 18th Century, vol. 1; The World Publishing
Company. Photographs are reproduced courtesy of Bruce Coleman/andy Purcell; Dale
Mann/Retrospect. Cartoons are courtesy of Auspac Media/CLEW (AC Press). Every
effort has been made to trace and acknowledge copyright material. The authors and
publisher would welcome any information from people who believe they own
copyright to material in this book.






IZBN O-8365%9-940-k

‘ N

You can wisit the Hemmemann World Wide:Web site at: | ] :'1'

e hitipdawreedbooks.comiau i
.Hememam1 or send email to: : 7 i

: eiTal "5 99408
heinemann@reedbaaks.com.au Lt Ll




